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Leo Strauss on Max Weber:
His Critique of Positivism

3N el Ol ol s o Lol 0 gl 2 o 0 dul,dl b 1 jasele
G 5 o Sl s el Ll o @) ol oy ol Bl
G35 W ge yusl 2l 0pm (g 4(.?3)\5 C:%LE).H o L;?‘G""J‘ Jedl @Lﬁ;lqe ol
el alis Gkes OF (3 ol 525 Applone oS Jlas] (g2 Janll sy 2ol )
AT L e o] 15 2ee i slad 3 0L e A5LSY1 el e dn ol
Lo Zad il 153 5adl 1 55855 sl 2 4 OF ] Zuyll alisss . Lall Jeudl
GY Y ¢y LY )Ll SEY Gads R Oy ¢ pnedall ol p sgn s NS
illaadl Zagl B 85 medl DY Ly s iyl gl

Aadall ¢ b uSle (Blaol a3l cislans )l ¢ pwgl 2 5 rimliie ledS

Abstract: This study examines Leo Strauss’s critique of positivism as a
fundamental source of the crisis of political modernity. Through an analysis of
his critical engagement with Max Weber’s interpretive sociology, it explores the
methodological separation between facts and values — a distinction that Strauss
argues ultimately leads to nihilism by depriving reason of its capacity to make
normative judgments. Strauss contends that the application of natural scientific
methods to human affairs reduces human beings to their technical dimensions,
stripping political life of moral purposes and higher ends. The study concludes
that Strauss’ critique, together with his call for a return to classical political
philosophy and the concept of natural right, constitutes a philosophical effort to
save human civilization from sliding into barbarism, and a firm rejection of the
reduction of knowledge to an instrument of absolute domination.
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(1) Leo Strauss, Droit naturel et histoire, Monique Nathan & Eric de Dampierre (Trad. de I’anglais) (Paris: Editions
Flammarion, 1986), p. 46.
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(17) Jay Stevenson, La philo, une histoire de la philosophie de Socrate a nos jours: Pour connaitre les grands courants
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