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The Palestine Question and Abdallah Laroui’s Historicism
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Abstract: This study offers a comprehensive critical reading of Abdullah Laroui’s
approach to the Palestine question, based on his dynamic historicist method, which
interprets historical calamities such as the Nakba and the 1967 defeat as moments
of accountability and deconstructs the logic of colonial Zionist ideology. Laroui
critiques rigid traditional Arab discourse and calls for an epistemological break with
inherited modes of thought. Instead, he advocates for the pragmatic adoption of
Western analytical tools (particularly Marxism) to create New rights and modernize
Arab intellectual consciousness. Through a contemporary reading of Laroui’s texts,
the analysis considers how historical defeats can become catalysts for intellectual
transformation. It also places Laroui’s perspective in critical dialogue with Edward
Said’s postcolonial approach, highlighting both shared concerns regarding Western
hegemony and differences in methodology. The study concludes that Laroui’s
internal critique and Said’s external critique offer complementary frameworks for
understanding the Palestinian question as an intellectual, political, and cultural crisis,
requiring a dual transformation that transcends both stagnation and dependency.

Keywords: Historicism, Abdullah Laroui, The Question of Palestine, Political
Zionism, Postcolonialism.
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(1) Isadore Feinstein Stone, "Holy War," The New York Review of Books, vol. 3, 3/8/1967, accessed on 7/12/2025, at:
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(3) Michael N. Barnett, Dialogues in Arab Politics: Negotiations in Regional Order (New York: Columbia University
Press, 1998), pp. 164—166.
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(5) Abdallah Laroui, Islam et histoire (Paris: Albin Michel, 1999), p. 14.
(6) Ibid., pp. 14-15.
(7) Abdallah Laroui, Islamisme, modernisme, libéralisme (Beyrouth: Centre culturel arabe, 1997), p. 27.

(8) Deborah Baumgold & Burke A. Hendrix (eds.), Colonial Exchanges: Political Theory and the Agency of the
Colonized (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2017), p. 223.
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(13) Mohamed Arkoun, Pour une critique de la raison islamique (Paris: Maisonneuve & Larose, 1984), p. 111.
(14) Stone.

(15) Idriss Jebari, "Historians and the Future: Abdallah Laroui’s Prescriptions for a Recovered Moroccan Modernity,"
London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE), 15/3/2023, accessed on 27/9/2025, at: https://bit.ly/4tHfrzn

(16) Laroui, Islamisme, modernisme, libéralisme, p. 132.
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