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Taha Abdurrahman’s Account of the Connection
between Reason and Sense Perception

W w}JbM\UWuﬁUA})‘M&J}A&@\)J\AMWM
@W\w%Y\u\,J\@wjﬁJl M GLST e ooy ¢ Jandl b Laladl 4z i
MWMWcM\rW@yu&)\MQ\ duw&kﬂjtw‘j
J.GA.S‘ J«u L;..U‘ L;A.))\MN\ JM‘ g_AAJw.SL: SU3 d)l.éb ~ ‘dw‘}}b U""Ub d"’JL’
O ) sy &b el sl ol ams b 2Y1 e oo JS' 852 03] g ¢ ol
Ty (dlad¥ly dLai¥l s ddoss (3 Ol mend AL Sl ol e 0
53k ms o oty Janll 0)5m5 OF (6 55 cmanall 0 Sl p s ] 285 i1 o

A a5 LS oy il alited e iST cipiod) @ paall

.y)\ .,\.&4.19 cﬂﬁw\ gfff'ﬂf{m GJL@YU JMY\ QU«QJ‘ cJ.E;J\ %}Lﬁ.u lods

Abstract: The article examines Taha Abdurrahman’s account of the relationship
between reason and sense perception within his broader theory of reason, and
assesses its consistency with Islamic theological and philosophical heritage.
It argues that Abdurrahman expands the concept of reason, portraying it as a
spiritual and heartfelt act intrinsically connected to sense perception, religion, and
ethics. The article compares this view with the Islamic rational tradition, which
distinguishes between reason and sense perception while acknowledging the
interdependence of both in certain cognitive functions. The study concludes that
Abdurrahman’s critique of heritage is marked by overgeneralization and conceptual
ambiguity regarding connection and separation, as well as for attributing selective
positions to Muslim intellectuals as whole. It further argues that his conception of
reason aligns more closely with certain modern epistemological principles than
with established Islamic theological and philosophical doctrine.

Keywords: Reason, Sense Perception, Connection and Separation, Contemporary
Arab Thought, Taha Abdurrahman.
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