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Nancy Fraser’s Critique of Habermas’s Bourgeois
Public Sphere and the Decolonial Challenge
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Abstract: This study explores Habermas’ conception of the public sphere and
examines its limitations through Nancy Fraser’s critique of its bourgeois essence
and its assumptions regarding ethical neutrality and procedural discourse, as
well as the resulting gender, class, and racial exclusion. The study questions
the compatibility of this conception with the challenges of multiculturalism and
mass democracy, and the validity of Fraser’s solutions, such as "participatory
parity" and competing public spheres (counterpublics). The study adopts a critical
methodology that goes beyond Fraser’s critique to problematize the model

through an epistemic lens that challenges the hegemony of the epistemology of
the colonial North, without abandoning the concept of the public sphere.

Keywords: Public Sphere, Habermas, Participatory Parity, Nancy Fraser,
Multiculturalism.
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(29) Anibal Quijano, Foundational Essays on the Coloniality of Power, Walter D. Mignolo (ed.) (Durham: Duke
University Press, 2024), p. 75.

(30) Dipesh Chakrabarty, Provincialiser I’Europe. La pensée postcoloniale et la différence historique, O. Ruchet &
N. Vieillescazes (trad.) (Paris: Ed. Amsterdam, 2009 [2000]), p. 381.
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