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Abstract: Does the biography of a philosopher have any relevance to assessing
their philosophy? After considering and rejecting three distinct treatments of this
question, a different answer is articulated here. Distinguishing between the content
and approach of a philosophical text, this article argues that biography is relevant
to assessing the approach of the text in three ways: in its socio—historical context,
its philosophical context, and its personal context in the life of the philosopher.

Such a strategy offers New ways of comparing very different texts and assessing
them in terms of the aims of the philosopher writing them.
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(21) Scott Soames, The Analytic Tradition in Philosophy, vol. 2: The Age of Meaning (Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 2003), p. 463.

(22) Alasdair Maclntyre, God, Philosophy, Universities (London: Rowman and Littlefield, 2009), p. 18.
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(23) Richard Foley, "The Epistemologies of the Humanities and the Sciences," in: Stephen R. Grimm (ed.), Varieties of
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