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Philosophical Style and Neutrality:
A Critical Reading of Martha Nussbaum’s View
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Abstract: This study addresses the question of neutrality in philosophical style
by examining Martha Nussbaum’s thesis, which denies the existence of such
neutrality. It argues that philosophical discourse, especially in Plato, is bound up
with a specific philosophical way of life. It seeks to determine whether style is
merely verbal ornamentation or a constitutive element that supports philosophical
content. The first section presents Nussbaum’s justifications for linking style to a
Platonic philosophical life in contrast to a tragic way of life. The second section
offers a critique of this view drawing on Aristotle and Islamic philosophers,
highlighting the independence of demonstrative discourse from wording and

emphasizing the need to distinguish between philosophical content and stylistic
form.

Keywords: Philosophical Discourse, Stylistic Neutrality, Martha Nussbaum,
Plato, Aristotle.
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