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Intellectuals in Times of Historic Transformations
Role Conflict and Obstacles Hindering Formation of Alternatives
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Abstract: This paper examines the role of intellectuals during and after the
Arab Spring revolutions and transitional periods, and their critical, conservative,
propagandist, or preachy contribution in forming the stance towards or engagement
in it, as well as managing its consequences and dangers. Pursuing the different
roles of intellectuals, the present paper offers some insights and propositions
regarding tropes, like pluralism, clash and ambiguity, paving the way towards
rationalizing the critical role, especially in post-revolutions transitional periods.

Keywords: Transitional Periods, Historical Transformations, Intellectual
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(97) Thomas Bender, Intellect and Public Life: Essays on the Social History of Academic Intellectuals in the United
States (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1993), p. 12.
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