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The Islamic State and Jihad in the Age of Modernity
An Exploration of Contemporary Concepts and Experiences
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Abstract: This paper presents a new approach to the emergence of jihadist
movements in general and the Islamic State (ISIL) in particular, an approach
which differs from those prevalent in Arab and Western literature that usually
links the motives behind the emergence of these groups to the return to the
past and medieval models of government. This study assumes that the term
«Islamic State» emerged in the context of Islam’s clash with modernity and the
modern state, and that in its procedural definition it is no more than an attempt to
Islamize the modern state. Accordingly, jihadist movements that have seized on
this term, as if it were the opposite to the modern state, have produced a project
in the context of modernity and the modern state that is radically different from
their intended one. This is clear in experiences which we term «state-like», as
was the case for the Taliban in Afghanistan and is presently the case for ISIL.

Keywords: Modern State, [slamic State, Modernity, Jihad
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