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Jurji Zaidan and the Arabic Novel
The Literary Institution and the Creation of Arabic Literature
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Abstract: Jurji Zeidan played a critical role in the creation of the cultural milieu
of modern Arabic literature, and was influential not only because of the richness
of his experience, rooted in the «Arab Renewal» of the modern era, but also
because of the unique atmosphere of intellectual freedom which Egypt afforded
to Arab writers during Zeidan’s lifetime. In this insightful paper, the author adopts
Jacques Dubois’ conception of the «literary institution», and uses it throughout

this paper to help explain the significance of Zeidan’s work to modern Arabic
literature.

Keywords: The Literary Institution; Modernism; the Intellectual; the Novel;
Arab Renewal
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(2) Elrud Ibsch, «La Réception littéraire,» dans: Marc Angenot [et al. ], dirs. , Théorie littéraire: Problémes et
perspectives (Paris: Presses universitaires de France, 1989), p. 252.
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(11) Jacques Dubois, L’Institution de la littérature, préface de Jean-Pierre Bertrand, espace nord, références; 227
(Bruxelle: Editions Labor, 2005).
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(12) Jacques Dubois, «Vers une théorie de I’institution,» dans: Sociocritique, textes de Bradley Berke [et al. ]; présentés

par Claude Duchet, Nathan université, information, formation. Littérature frangaise (Paris: Nathan, 1979), p. 169.
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p.31.
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