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Two Perspectives On "US"
and Postmodern Thought
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Abstract: This study offers a critical reading of the consequences of importing
postmodern thought into the Arab context. It demonstrates that postmodern
commentary on the relativity of Truth, deconstruction of grand narratives,
overcoming the authority of the universal intellect, and scepticism toward human
agency are based on modern Western criteria which are not met in partially
modernized societies. The study shows that the adoption of postmodern critique in
an environment of weak scientific institutions where premodern identities prevail
can enfeeble scientific objectivity, justify moral relativism, and reify modes of
traditional authority. This study concentrates on the subjects of science and ethics
by deconstructing postmodernist arguments regarding scientific discourse and
ethical standards. In doing so, the study clarifies the difference between scientific
truth and philosophical and religious truth; it also explains the distinction
between universal moral values and moral rules, and between morality, theories
of morality, and scientific theories.

Keywords: Postmodernism, Relativism, Objectivity, Universal Ethics, Critique
of Enlightenment.
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(31) Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morals (New York: Vintage Edition, 1967), § 10, pp. 36-39.
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(32) Friedrich Nietzsche, Beyond Good and Evil, Marion Faber (ed. & trans.), Robert C. Holub (Intro.) (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1998), § 108, p. 64.

(33) Jean—Francois Lyotard & Jean—Loup Thebaud, Just Gaming, Wlad Godzich (trans.) (Minneapolis: University of
Minnesota Press, 1979), p. 26.

(34) Ibid., p. 4.
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(36) Michel Foucault, "On the Genealogy of Ethics: An Overview of Work in Progress," in: Paul Rabinow (ed.),
The Foucault Reader (London: Penguin Books, 1991), p. 352.
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James Griffin, What Can Philosophy Contribute to Ethics (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2015), p. 93.

(40) Michel Foucault, The History of Sexuality, Volume 2: The Use of Pleasure, Robert Hurley (trans.) (New York:

Penguin Books, 1985), p. 25.
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