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The Post-Panoptic Age and the Emancipation Dilemma:
From Surveillance towards Automation Societies
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Abstract: From surveillance cameras that identify the faces of passersby to
algorithms that monitor emotions, Al-driven automation systems open new horizons
for surveillance studies as an emerging field of knowledge. This study investigates
the dynamics of surveillance in the digital age, tracing its transformation from being
spatial and physical to being symbolic and networked. Surveillance has become
at once a driving force for social change and a fundamental question concerning
security and privacy, a predicament marked by growing entanglement, and a
horizon for resistance and emancipation. The paper thus explores the evolution of
surveillance studies with a literature review and a presentation of key theoretical
propositions, beginning from the dual framework of scientific progress and
transformations in social systems. It posits that surveillance societies are destined
to fade away, just as societies of sovereignty and discipline once disappeared, to be
replaced by societies of automation. This will be driven by the development of the
informational paradigm, which has generated a self—operating network grounded in
a decentralized system of chaos and complexity.

Keywords: Panopticon, Surveillance, Automation, Artificial Intelligence,
Emancipation Dilemma.
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(1) Thomas S. Kuhn, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions (Chicago: University of Chicago press, 1997). p. 1.

(2) Ronald N. Giere, Science without Laws (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1999), p. 36;
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(3) David Lyon et al., "Introducing Surveillance Studies," in: Kirstie Ball et al. (eds.), Routledge Handbook of
Surveillance Studies (London/ New York: Routledge, 2012), p. 2.
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(9) Kevin D. Haggerty, "Tear Down the Walls: On Demolishing the Panopticon," in: David Lyon (ed.), Theorizing
Surveillance the Panopticon and beyond (Devon, UK: Willan Publishing, 2006), p. 26.

(10) Ibid.

(11) Greg Elmer, "Panopticon Discipline Control," in: Ball et al. (eds.), p. 21.

(12) Haggerty, p. 23.
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