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Gadamer’s Legal Hermeneutics
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Abstract: Jean Grondin, following Gadamer, emphasized the universality of
hermeneutics as a method underlying all forms of knowledge: science, history,
religion, and law. In this context, legal hermeneutics involves interpreting norms
through the dialectic between general principles and specific applications. This
study situates Gadamer’s thought within the legal-philosophical tradition,
asking how his hermeneutics engaged with the legal theory of his time, whether

it countered dominant scientistic approaches, and how it connects to a broader
philosophy of human action.

Keywords: Interpretation, Legal Hermeneutics, History, Tradition, Application,
Law.
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(40) J. Grondin, Introduction to Philosophical Hermeneutics (London: Yale University Press, 1994), p. 127.

(41) Ralf Poscher, "Hermeneutics, Jurisprudence and Law," in: Jeff Malpas & Hans-Helmuth Gander, The Routledge
Companion to Hermeneutics (London/ New York: Routledge, 2015), p. 461.
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