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Abstract: The object of this paper is to discuss the concept of natural law, a
concept that has played, and continues to play, a significant role in legal philosophy.
This concept has given rise to much debate regarding its meaning, validity, and
usefulness as a tool for thinking about issues in legal philosophy and human rights.
In the first section of this paper, we provide a brief historical introduction to the
concept of natural law. In the second section, we outline and explain the different
meanings that have been associated with this concept since its inception. In the
third section, we discuss the concept of "law" with the aim of determining whether
natural law deserves to be viewed as an instance of "law". In the fourth section, we

discuss natural law from the perspective of its "naturalness," seeking to determine
whether there is any sense of "nature" in which natural law can be said to be natural

Keywords: Law, Nature, Natural Law, Reason, Practical Reasonableness, Morality,
Moral Law, Divine Law.
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(2) Donald R. McConnell, "The Nature of Natural Law," Liberty University Law Review, vol. 2, no. 8 (2008), pp. 797—
846, 803.

(3) Xenophon, Memorabilia, Amy Bonnette (trans.) (Ithaca & London: Cornell University Press, 1994), p. 133.
(4) Plato, The Laws, T. J Saunders (trans.) (Middlesex: Penguin Books, 1970), p. 173.
(5) Ibid., p. 174.

(6) Aristotle, "Rhetoric," in: Richard McKeon (ed.), The Basic Works of Aristotle, Richard McKeon (trans.) (New York:
Random House, 1941), pp. 1373, 2—15.
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(52) David Hume, 4 Treatise of Human Nature, vol. 1 (London: Oxford University Press, 2007), p. 267.

(53) Ibid., p. 266.
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1983), p. 329.
(58) Robert Audi & Nicholas Wolterstorft, Religion in the Public Square (Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers,
1997), p. 116.
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(59) Canovan, p. 16.
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