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Political Culture in a Time of Cultural Diversity:
Civilizational Patterns in the Face of Normative
Extremism
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Abstract: This article considers the currency of political culture as to efforts to
manage cultural diversity by understanding it as a political representation of
culture at large. It shows that political culture is still treated differently in terms
of efforts to model it as being in harmony with democracy, which is understood
as a political system and not simply as a way to manage public affairs. Although
international treaties note that the implementation of the democratic "system" ought

to suit different cultural models, democratization efforts involve the imposition
of a highly detailed political model. This is evident in the founding documents
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of the foreign behaviour of the EU and US, which led to the rise of institutions
prior to culture that are designed to promote a normative, global political culture.
Political modelling based on a misunderstanding of the essence of democracy has
led to its conceptual distortion and the deconstruction of the intellectual capital and
indigenous institutions that articulate the structural capital of societies. In many
countries, these distortions have precipitated the enduring failure to implement
democratic principles.

Keywords: Political Culture, Cultural Diversity, Democratic Conditionality,
Cultural Identities, Indigenous Institutions.
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