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Liberalism and Freedom of Expression: The
Philosophical Background of a Legal and
Political Debate

W snedy ¢ undl & > @w el Cl;,oLU L)l LAl a5, 0l oda 15 1 asle
e By delendl ladly (...BJ\ Lo JS;SJ"J\ L) el &5laall Aol Gl e
Mb&hﬂiﬂj@\dﬂ?@wb&ﬂ‘@f&hﬂj cd.:bjd\ ubf;}b@ﬂzﬂ
L.,,uwu)umwmfupg;u,ujdbﬁ\Lextbu\rbm)w\uww &
Byl o,m ks L@J»)bubb‘ﬁdgabﬁjlmfrm@Y\ww\uﬁ,u‘ﬁcsj&
e P bkl Lc.aj el &y > e ﬁb.LU il gzeds I CL?oJ\ ISl aisl
by e -l IS b canally s 0dll blE ) e feas <O gl anddl ks I
‘nwaif.x.xzs@yﬂag\mmw!glgm\éﬁﬁwmwuﬁufw\ P
@b il 0 (o5m dbo\ d‘\ 55 cu.,lJ.eJ,elj; ‘db-u.e\)\ “"’\)u"‘f"’*“u*‘u”’“
¢y )l Tos LS pe o el dbl il Olrazdd! Lzile A bl Sl 0] asT
59,2 e e gl XU TWINSE, IR gl oz S dedll Jor Lo
rond Lo s L 5 LlY1 s oD 45 5 dlesdl

Aslnd! O S Geadl & A1) Elae oS

Abstract: This article seeks to uncover the philosophical background of the
liberal argument in favour of freedom of expression, and to distinguish it from the
philosophical background of the republican approach to this freedom. Crucially,
the republican approach gives prominence to collective civic values and virtues
over individual rights and tends to limit freedom of expression to what those values
and virtues find acceptable. In contrast, the liberal approach is distinguished by its
individualistic character and its defence of freedom of expression as a fundamental
individual right that may only be restricted in service of this freedom, not of
collective goals. Further, the article unpacks the various arguments developed by
the liberal tradition to legitimise freedom of expression, in accordance with the

ethical theories of liberal philosophers, and will assess the strengths and weaknesses
of each argument. Finally, the article discusses the relevance of the principle by
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which liberalism justifies the limitation of freedom of expression. Crafted by John
Stuart Mill, the "harm principle" prevents individual expression only when there
is evidence that doing so would cause material harm to others. This paper argues
that recent events faced by democratic societies prove that the harm principle is
insufficient and supports the calls of philosopher Joel Feinberg (1926-2004) for its
supplementation with the "offence principle", where individuals are protected by
law from offences as well as harms.

Keywords: Liberalism, Freedom of Expression, Law, Politics.
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