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Critical Theory of Justice in the Context of
Justification: The Rainer Forst Model
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Abstract: This article showcases the contributions of critical theory in its modern
form via Rainer Forst, a student of Jiirgen Habermas who developed critical theory
through engagement with his teacher. While Habermas developed a critical theory
in the framework of the distorted communication critique, Forst set forth from the
idea that society is the sum of unequally distributed justificatory relations. Thus,
the critical theory we introduce here critiques justificatory relations in society as
unequal. Oppression is not merely an unjust distribution of economic goods, but

also one that withholds the right to challenge these standards from those impacted.
As Forst would say, it is to be denied the right to justification.

Keywords: Rainer Forst, Critical Theory, Right to Justification, Justice.
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(32) Rainer, Kritik der Rechtfertigungsverhdltnisse, pp. 31-32.

(33) Forst Rainer, Das Recht auf Rechtfertigung: Elemente einer konstruktivistischen Theorie der Gerechtigkeit,
(Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp Verlag, 2007), p. 13.
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(35) Rainer, Das Recht auf Rechtfertigung, p. 40.

(36) Rainer, Kritik der Rechtfertigungsverhdltnisse, p. 35.

(37) Inclusion\ Einbeziehung.

b ey el Bl n £ 48 sl o b aad) S VU Lt on ok e s
addal ol el &L::BY\ s L_;'.?QJ\ qula” CL».A.N\

(38) Rainer Forst, "Die erste Frage der Gerechtigkeit," Demokratie stirken — Zivilgesellschaft fordern Zur Startseite der

BPB, 5/9/2005, accessed on 31/10/2022, at: https://bit.ly/3BY SQFi; Rainer Forst, Normativitit und Macht Zur Analyse
sozialer Rechtfertigungsordnungen (Ersterscheinungstermin: Suhrkamp, 2015).
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(39) Rechtfertigungsmacht\ Power of justification.
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