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Public Reason, Religion, and ldentity in the

Context of John Rawls’s Political Philosophy
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Abstract: This paper discusses the concepts of public reason, identity, and
religion (more generally, comprehensive doctrine) in the context of John Rawls’s
political philosophy, and the objections that have been raised to Rawls’s views by
communitarians and proponents of comprehensive doctrines. The study dwells
on the concepts of reasonableness and public reason, and seeks to determine
whether these concepts enjoy overriding legitimacy over that of religions and other
comprehensive doctrines. In particular, we investigate whether Rawls’s "public
reason" is no more than liberal reason presenting itself as "public". The study
concludes by suggesting that so long as the concept of reasonableness itself is in
question, disagreements between supporters of political liberalism and proponents
of comprehensive doctrines cannot be resolved through philosophy. Nothing short
of profound and enduring historical developments in science, economy, and society
can bring about reconciliation between divergent views by crafting or rebuilding
concepts, beliefs, and affective and cognitive attitudes toward relevant issues.

Keywords: Political Liberalism, Public Reason, Public Justifications, Religion,
Comprehensive Doctrines, Reasonableness, Liberal Islam.
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1985), pp. 223-251.

(2) John Rawls, Political Liberalism (New York: Columbia University Press, 1993).

(3) John Rawls, "The Idea of Public Reason Revisited," University of Chicago Law Review, vol. 64, no. 3 (Summer
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