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Abstract: This article addresses Amartya Sen’s argument that people should control
their identities rather than let identities control them. This assumes the need to
dispel the illusion that identities are given and cannot blend or integrate with each
other. Dispelling this illusion, in turn, dispels what may be seen as an inevitable
clash of identities/civilizations, and the resulting outbreak of violence. The research
discusses a number of contemporary ideas related to the relationship between
identity and violence, the risk of closed identities, and the role of both personal
and public identity in the lives of individuals and communities. The research also

discusses the question of whether violence breeds racism or whether racism breeds
violence.

Keywords: Identity, Violence, Racism, Minorities, Civilizations, Person,
Rationality, Will.
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(1) John Locke, An Essay Concerning Human Understanding, vol. 2 (New York: Dover Publications; Unabridged
edition, 1959), p. 439.
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(25) Sari Nusseibeh, "The Archimedean Lever: Right in the Face of Might," The Max Perutz Memorial Lecture,
International Human Rights Network of Academies and Scholarly Societies (London: May 2005).
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