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The Feminist Approach to the Notion of
Identity in Martha Nussbaum’s Philosophy
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Abstract: This research is an attempt to analyze and examine Martha Nussbaum’s
feminist approach to the notion of Identity through instrumentalizing both the
analytical and the critical method. First, we began with identifying the terminology
used in her writings, and then we explored the relationship between the notion of
identity and Nussbaum’s Capabilities approach. We follow that in the third section
with a descriptive scheme of the traits of her Capabilities approach. In the fourth
section, we moved to explaining the consequences of her approach as evident in
the case of "social stigma and the feeling of shame." and finally, we concluded
with a critical assessment of Nussbaum’s version of feminism and the capabilities
approach.

Keywords: Feminism, Identity, Capabilities approach, Cultural Identity, Social
Stigma, Liberalism, Humanism.
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(51) Karl Popper, All Life is Problem Solving, Patrick Camiller (trans.) (New York: Routledge, 1999), p. 97.

(52) Nussbaum, Hiding from Humanity, p. 334.

(53) Peter Singer, Animal Liberation: The Definitive Classic of the Animal Movement (New York: Open Road
Integrated Media, Inc., 2015), p. 33.
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