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Axel Honneth on Recognition and Identity
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Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to examine the relationship between
recognition and identity in the work of Axel Honneth. In his seminal work, The
Struggle for Recognition, Honneth sought to reconstruct social, cultural and
political experience on the foundation of the forms of self-recognition that he
considered formative of personal identity, working up to the self-realization of its
existence. In order to achieve this, Honneth reintegrated various forms of social
conflicts and patterns of moral experiences into the so—called standard model of
mutual recognition. However, the process of identity formation depends on the tacit
interactions between the individual and others, and the forms or models of social,
cultural and symbolic interaction involved, particularly love, right and solidarity,
where the individual acquires his or her own awareness and identity, and how it is
achieved through the recognition of others. This is why it is always supposed to be
the other’s experience. Hence, from Honneth’s point of view, our selves and identity
can only be achieved by overcoming the various forms of denial of recognition,
contempt, humiliation and social invisibleness that threaten our identity.

Keywords: Recognition, Identity, Intersubjectivity, Invisibility, Humiliation.
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(4) Estelle Ferrarese, "Que ce qu’une lutte pour la reconnaissance. Reflexions sur 1’antagonisme dans les théories
contemporaines de la reconnaissance," Revue Politiques et Sociétés, vol. 28, no. 3 (2009), p. 101.

(5) Georges Herbert Mead, L esprit, le soi et la société, Daniel Cefai & Louis Quéré (trans.) (Paris: Presses Universitaires
De France, 2006), p. 230.

(6) Ibid., p. 224.

(7) Olivier Voirol, "L’espace public et les luttes pour la reconnaissance. De Habermas a Honneth," in: C. Barril et al.,
Le public en action: Usages et limites de la notion d’espace public en sciences sociales (Paris: L’Harmattan, 2003),
p. 114.

(8) Estelle Ferrarese, "Performativité, pouvoir, vulnérabilité. A propos de quelques immanquables corrélats de I’idée de

reconnaissance," in: Christian Lazzeri & Alain Caillé, La reconnaissance aujourd ’hui (Paris: CNRS éditions, 2009),
p- 303.
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(11) Axel Honneth, "Le tissu de la justice. Sur les limites du procéduralisme contemporain," in: Axel Honneth, Ce que
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(49) Emmanuel Renault, L’expérience de [’injustice. Reconnaissance et clinique de l’injustice (Paris: La Découverte,
2004), p. 226.
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