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Identity in Contemporary French Philosophy:
Vincent Descombes Case Study
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Abstract: The aim of this paper is to study identity in French contemporary
philosophy through the work of the philosopher Vincent Descombes. Descombes
presents an analytical approach that is based on the theory of use of language and on
social philosophy to study ethical, political, and social issues including identity. He
conducted several studies regarding this issue including: Les embarras de [’identite,

in which he distinguishes between old and modern uses and between personal and
social identity that is based on expressive identity.
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Claude Dubar, La crise de [’identité, I'interprétation d 'une mutation (Paris: PUF, 2001); Belegh Nabli, La république
identitaire, ordre et désordre (Paris: Editions du Cerf, 2016); Roger Martelli, L ‘identité c est la guerre (Paris: Les liens
qui libérent, 2016).
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(2) Vincent Descombes, Le méme et ['autre: Quarante—Cing ans de philosophie frangaise (Paris: Editions Minuit,
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Vincent Descombes, Modern French Philosophy, L. Scott-Fox & J. M. Harding (trans.) (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1979).

(3) Vincent Descombes, Philosophie par gros temps (Paris: Editions Minuit, 1989).

(4) Vincent Descombes, Le raisonnement de 1’Ours, et autres essais de philosophie pratique (Paris: Seuil, 2007).
(5) Vincent Descombes, Grammaire d’objets en tous genres (Paris: Editions Minuit, 1983).

(6) Vincent Descombes, Les institutions du sens (Paris: Editions Minuit, 1996).

(7) Vincent Descombes, Le complément de sujet (Paris: Editions Gallimard, 2004).

(8) Vincent Descombes, Derniéres nouvelles du moi, avec Charles Larmore (Paris: Editions PUF, 2009).

(9) Vincent Descombes, Les embarras de l’identité (Paris: Editions Gallimard, 2013).

(10) Vincent Descombes, Le parler de soi (Paris: Editions Gallimard, 2014).
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(11) Vincent Descombes, Philosophie du jugement politique (Paris: Editions Seuil, 2008).

(12) Vincent Descombes, Exercices d’humanité (Paris: Editions Les Petits Platons, 2013).
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