)
L)

DOl Vool

5 Accepted Jgubl
)
Tabayyun w https://doi.org/10.31430/CIIH8858

2021-3-11

Revised Jya=ill
2021-10-8

Received roduwill
2021-9-24

*Khaled Qutb | w6 AJA

vol=ll Jadl) GJligde Al Al ddiio adj
roldai Wjgn db)lao Ul b

Critique of the Colonial Historicization
of Scientific Thought in China:
The Joseph Needham Paradox
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Abstract: Recent decades have witnessed growing interest in the philosophy
and history of science. This paper aspires to contribute to this field. It ctitical of
Needham’s colonial method of writing about scientific thought in China as presented
in volume 2 of his Science and Civilization in China: History of Scientific Thought
(1956). The paper contends that Needham approached scientific thought in China
in light of a Eurocentric, or western ideological colonial perspective. It argues that
although Needham made significant contributions to the historicization of science
in China, those contributions were based on the presupposition of the absence of
scientific thought in China. This presupposition has been criticized by economists

and anthropologists such as Andre G. Frank and Jack Goody who have challenged
Needham’s historiographic colonial method.

Keywords: Joseph Needham, Scientific Thought, China, Colonialism, Andre
Gunder Frank, Jack Goody.
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