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Universality of Hermeneutics and Eloquence:
Its Sources from Plato to Augustine According
to Gadamer’s Truth and Method
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Abstract: Hans—Georg Gadamer did not associate the universality of
hermeneutics with the universality of rhetoric until after publishing Truth
and Method. This article proposes an understanding of the beginnings of this
conception by examining the decisive transition that took place in Truth and

Method from Plato to St. Augustine; that is, from a conception of language as
having a logical tendency, to an embodiment of meaning that remains rhetorical.
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(1) Hans—Georg Gadamer, Gesammelte Werke (Tiibingen: J.C.B. Mohr [Paul Siebeck], 1986), vol. 2, p. 111; Hans—
Georg Gadamer, La philosophie herméneutique, Jean Grondin (trad.) (Paris: PUF, 1996), pp. 110-111; Hans—Georg
Gadamer, Langage et vérité, Jean—Claude Gens (trad.) (Paris: Gallimard, 1995), pp. 192, 195.

(2) Hans—Georg Gadamer, Vérité et méthode, Pierre Fruchon & Jean Grondin & Gilbert Merlio (trad.) (Paris: Seuil, 1996),
p. 441.
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(22) Gadamer, Vérité et méthode, p. 453; Gadamer, Wahrheit und Methode, vol. 1, p. 433.
(23) Gadamer, Vérité et méthode, p. 455; Gadamer, Wahrheit und Methode, vol. 1, p. 435.
(24) Gadamer, Vérité et méthode, p. 456; Gadamer, Wahrheit und Methode, vol. 1, p. 436.
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