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The New Tasks of the Translator:

The West-Eastern Divan and the Problematic Legacy
of Translation Theories from Goethe to Benjamin
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Abstract: In this article, Stefan Weidner examines the origins of the theory of
translation in German context, with special reference to the translation of Oriental
literature. He carries us across several experiences of translations of Oriental
literature, examining the ideological assumptions behind each one of them in detail.
His final objective is to discover a new contemporary approach, which Diverges
completely from the past heritage and the domination of the Orientalist dimension.
Keywords: Translation, Oriental Literature, Legacy, Goethe, Walter Benjamin.
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German writer, Translator, and Literary Critic, born in 1967 in Cologne. He has Studied Arabic and Islamic Studies and
Comparative Literature. From 2001 until the closure of the magazine in 2016 he was The editor-in—chief of Art/
Thought — Fikrun wa Fann. As a translator, he has presented to the German public some of the most eminent Arab poets
such as Ibn Arabi, Adonis, Mahmoud Darwish, Badr Shakir as—Sayyab and others. His most recent publications Jenseits
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(2018); and 1001 Books. The Literatures of the Orient (2019).
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Moroccan Writer and Translator. Professor of Qualifying Secondary Education in Tangiers. He holds a Diploma in Deep
Studies at the University of Sidi Mohamed Ben Abdallah in Fez, Specializing in German Language and Literature.
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Klassiker Verlag, 1994).
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