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Thinking with Wittgenstein against Wittgenstein.
Apel and Habermas: Universalism through the Everyday
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Abstract: This article sheds light on the ways in which Karl-Otto Apel and
Jirgen Habermas not only appropriated Wittgenstein’s philosophy of language,
but also transcended it. The two philosophers drew extensively on Wittgenstein’s
criticism of traditional philosophical models, particularly of the concepts of
‘theoria’ and ‘subjectivity’, which were gradually established in pivotal stages in
the history of philosophy. Wittgenstein initially engaged with the problems that
these models gave rise to, before abandoning these models for a concept based
on pragmatics, as in his theory of ‘language games’. While the two philosophers
shared Wittgenstein’s pragmatic turn, they however viewed it as a way to

establish a universal rationalism, a reading that is contrary to what Wittgenstein,
as well as the majority of his students and readers intended.

Keywords: Theoria, Subjectivity, Intersubjectivity, Pragmatics, Language Game,
Solipsism, Communication, Rationality.
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(1) Karl-Otto Apel, Transformation der Philosophie: Das Apriori der Kommunikationsgemeinschaft, Band 11 (Frankfurt
am Main: Suhrkamp, 1973).
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Herbert Schnddelbach, Philosophy in Germany 1831-1933. Trans. by Eric Matthews. (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 2009 [1984]).

Apel, p. 369 : e s (4)



Issue 10/37 sasll *

Summer 2021 @n - 0y
Tabayyun «w

Ao 3 ey i emnasd (3N odia oo o oty ¥ O anddll ammgin 335 JS
o Lome e 215 LYY Gyl 6 el ) adlall jlasls () ;QM\ O B
s o3 b o3 Y (B s U1 Gam iy Lo ¥) o Y1 i dall 0S6Y G B2
iamadl 3ol Altazadl A51A ) BWAL re IS eV Ha b o 1 Jslusll a2l
T 59 (i 1 a2) ol L0 Be WS gy el palily alesl 33
Oyl Ly o DLy opliiiasb s «((1976-1889) Martin Heidegger a5, Se e
Al 1 el Il Bladl a5,V £ madl i adl 0555 01 o5l clagads s
zely Ehlons o (Uome Gle ol Ul n s Gl L oy ol kb i SLIY)
B ) — Tyl sl ok BT L ) ol a3 ok sas Ssh) Sl
TN I35 YT ki 1ia O e sl ng b 55 L 13| ‘\.ul;,,ﬁ s dedlo Jip Y
"y = B S sl ey o - G il Y5 calizlly s ol Joladll &) a5 s
sl Jaladl 2 3 aladl 00 Y L w5 Lo 5 & sl LIV IS s 4 Yt ST (Lo
il Jles Ll oy O 8y 1 e ¥l ooy Sl e V) ot iy ¥ G20 B2
o S A A G ol i 55 e of3) Oz OF Skl el e ol iy U1 (55kmel
Hans Georg ,slole =) s 5la) AWl slasy¥ 6y 5 2l o3y ¥ ¢ Sladl )l Cilaniall (Lo
3% b )l iy Gy BT o)Lzl Ll (pplataas) S sl (S, ST (Gadamer
ol 5 L) A 5dls — s s ol B8 s ‘JJJ Sn b e sl g
LY 4 A G5 BT K

53l S () Gl Zaes1 2N Bl Lo e 0585 O el (o 4 5y Lo o pebaay il Lo
ijqﬂ\uprag\u\,xqwﬂ\w@rjgﬂ\,‘wmﬁug\;wyi,yjcg
1S WMae s B VN30 05 as ¢ plidl pletiat e Sl ppletniss s ¢ S
By b g B lowodl Sl 2l O S5l B Adla ¥ dalalls VU5 1 QLY B3e s
0390 Loty 2NN OS5 o w3V B3] 381 elo pla e SIS Lot ¢ pliniois 363
8613 1965 ple plntinad) Landdll Jloee¥) dhud o SUI Aondl s e & Gl 3
g 5 e (ilabbeo) BILIYI Landidl) LlusYl 5 sl plidarsd) Loy dnl s
b e el BT b pliheash (5 300 Sor 70511960 plo Js31 el b ikl
sladl LISty &MaeY s ) Jgo U 6 2 SONI (gl ol 8551 4231 3 251
Ot G 3L e o I pletiies s s Sl BT el 1 BB ] 5655 el 11 e O T Ja) ()
Jops o sV el b (gl Lol o Ui st gl oyl e sl Ve i 5 gyl s o ol s sl el
1danall

Karl-Otto Apel, Transformation der Philosophie: Sprachanalytik, Semiotik, Hermeneutik, Band I (Frankfurt am Main:
Suhrkamp, 1973), pp. 223-377.
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(7) Jurgen Habermas, Philosophisch—politische Profile: Wozu noch Philosophie? (Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp 1984),
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