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Wittgenstein as a Teacher: The Pedagogical Background of
Wittgenstein’s Anthropological Philosophy
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Abstract: Students of Wittgenstein’s philosophy often claim that the only work
that Wittgenstein authored and published during his lifetime was the Tractatus
Logicus—Philosophicus (German 1921, English 1922), and rarely mention a
dictionary he composed for school children in 1926 during the years he spent as
a schoolteacher in Austria. The reason for this neglect might be that this period of
his life has been considered a lost period, in which he did not produce any work
of philosophical significance after the Tractatus. This study sheds light on the six
years that Wittgenstein spent as a schoolteacher and examines their impact on his
intellectual transformations. By exploring the probable connections between his

experience as a teacher and his later philosophy, the study considers his experience
in teaching as a key to understanding his rejection of logical positivism and his
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turn toward a philosophy centered on practice, use and norms. Wittgenstein’s
later works, such as Philosophical Investigations, the Brown Book, Zettel, and
On Certainty, are replete with examples and thought experiments that refer to the
process of teaching and learning, e.g., how a child learns a language or performs
mathematical operations. The abundance and frequency of these examples
in various contexts indicates that they are not arbitrary, but rather show the
centrality of teaching and learning in Wittgenstein’s anthropological philosophy.
The study includes an Arabic translation of the preface Wittgenstein wrote for
his Worterbuch.

Keywords: Wittgenstein, Teaching, Pedagogy, Language games, Doubt,
Pedagogical scenes.
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(1) Elisabeth Leinfellner & Sascha Windholz, Ludwig Wittgenstein: ein Volksschullehrer in Niederdsterreich (Erfurt:
Sutton, 2005), p. 70.

"Ich glaube, wenn ich lang genug lebe, werde ich ein kleines Worterbuch fiir Volksschulen herausgeben."; Ray Monk,
Ludwig Wittgenstein: The Duty of Genius (New York: Penguin Books, 1991), p. 225.

(2) Ludwig Wittgenstein, Worterbuch fiir Volksschulen (Vienna: Holder—Pichler-Tempsky, 1926); Ludwig Wittgenstein,
Wérterbuch fiir Volksschulen, Adolf Hiibner, Elisabeth Leinfellner & Werner Leinfellner (eds.) (Wien: Verlag Holder—
Pichler—Tempsky, 1977).
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(4) Ludwig Wittgenstein, Tractatus logico—philosophicus/Logisch—philosophische Abhandlung, 36" ed. (Frankfurt am
Main: Suhrkamp, 2016), Preface & § 4.112.
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(5) Dennison I. Rusinow, "Otto Glockel and School Reform in Austria," Europe, no. 35 (1978), pp. 1-21; Beth Savickey,
Wittgenstein's Art of Investigation (London/ New York: Routledge, 2014), pp. 49-76.

(6) Leinfellner & Windholz, pp. 83-85.
(7) Anja Weiberg, "Tolstoisches Gedankengut im Tractatus und in den frithen Tagebiichern," in: Esther Ramharter (ed.),

Ungesellige Geselligkeiten: Wittgensteins Umgang mit anderen Denkern/Unsocial Sociabilities: Wittgenstein's Sources
(Berlin: Parerga Verlag, 2011), pp. 133-150.

(8) Monk, p. 193.
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Ludwig Hénsel, Begegnungen mit Wittgenstein: Ludwig Hénsels Tagebiicher 1918/1919 und 1921/1922, llse Somavilla
(ed.) (Innsbruck: Haymon Verlag, 2012).
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(10) Konrad Wiinsche, Der Volksschullehrer Ludwig Wittgenstein: Mit neuen Dokumenten und Briefen aus den Jahren
1919 bis 1926 (Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp, 1985), pp. 115-119.

(11) Monk, pp. 193194, 197.

(12) Cheryl Misak, Frank Ramsey.: A Sheer Excess of Powers (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2020), pp. 140—-142.
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(14) Ibid., pp. 101-102.

(15) Ibid., p. 99
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(16) Ibid., pp. 63—65; Wiinsche, pp. 88-91.
(17) Rush Rhees (ed.), Recollections of Wittgenstein: Hermine Wittgenstein, Fania Pascal, F.R. Leavis, John King, M.
O’C. Drury (Oxford/ New York: Oxford University Press, 1984), pp. 1-12.
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Us Captive’ (Singapore: Springer Singapore, 2018), pp. 65-66.
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MIT Press, 1996), VI. 39.
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(118) "Gleitwort zum Worterbuch fiir Volksschulen," in: Wittgenstein, Worterbuch fiir Volksschulen, pp. 25-30, 31-35.



Issue 10/37 sasll *

Summer 2021 @n - 0y
Tabayyun «w

References &alpoll
Ayl
1967 ¢ ey hylaadl Hls 15 aldl (19 &l Sl C‘f w:...f..:;:ﬁ cz.U L cfml

oo ) el Raditall t g sy B e R 5 s Slidos sy (ol
2007

.2020 "u:’.'u‘)‘ Hls 19 IR .3 gasws U‘jj‘ 3.&9-}3' wﬁ,'.“ ‘é.% .
dpial
Abel, Glinter, Matthias Kro3 & Michael Nedo (eds.). Ludwig Wittgenstein: Ingenieur —
Philosoph — Kiinstler. Berlin: Parerga Verlag, 2007.

Birk, Andrea. Vom Verschwinden des Subjekts: Eine Historisch—Systematische
Untersuchung zur Solipsismusproblematik bei Wittgenstein. Paderborn: Mentis, 2006.

Engelmann, Paul (ed.). Letters from Ludwig Wittgenstein. With a Memoir, L. Furtmiiller
(trans.). Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1967.

Fann, K.T. (ed.). Ludwig Wittgenstein: The Man and His Philosophy. Atlantic Highlands:
Humanities Press, 1967.

Fitzgerald, Michael. Autism and Creativity: Is There a Link between Autism in Men and
Exceptional Ability? New York: Routledge, 2004.

Friesen, Norm. "Training and Abrichtung: Wittgenstein as a Tragic Philosopher of
Education." Educational Philosophy and Theory. vol. 49, no. 1 (2017).

Gebauer, Gunter. Wittgensteins Anthropologisches Denken. Miinchen: C. H. Beck, 2009.

Hénsel, Ludwig. Begegnungen mit Wittgenstein: Ludwig Hdinsels Tagebiicher 1918/1919
und 1921/1922, llse Somavilla (ed.). Innsbruck: Haymon Verlag, 2012.

Hargrove, Eugene C. "Wittgenstein, Bartley, and the Glockel School Reform." Journal
of the History of Philosophy. vol. 18, no. 4 (October 1980).

Leinfellner, Elisabeth & Sascha Windholz. Ludwig Wittgenstein: ein Volksschullehrer in
Niederosterreich. Erfurt: Sutton, 2005.

Medina, José. The Unity of Wittgenstein's Philosophy.: Necessity, Intelligibility, and
Normativity. Albany: State University of New York Press, 2002.

Menger, Karl. Reminiscences of the Vienna Circle and the Mathematical Colloquium.
Louise Golland, Brian McGuinness & Abe Sklar (eds.). Vienna Circle Collection. v. 20.
Dordrecht: Boston: Kluwer Academic Publishers, 1994.

Misak, Cheryl. Frank Ramsey: A Sheer Excess of Powers. Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 2020.

Monk, Ray. Ludwig Wittgenstein: The Duty of Genius. New York: Penguin Books, 1991.

Oberdan, Thomas. "Moritz Schlick." Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy Archive.
28/5/2013. at: https://stanford.io/3etPfDe


https://stanford.io/3etPfDe

T w
S A
Wlwl)a

Tawtrjayyum *s AungdguopiiVl (uliuiiio Aomlo) duagelapl AudlAall:Upja o (litiliio

Peters, Michael & Jeff Stickney (eds.). 4 Companion to Wittgenstein on Education:
Pedagogical Investigations. New York: Springer Singapore, 2017.

. Wittgenstein's Education: ‘A Picture Held Us Captive’. Singapore: Springer
Singapore, 2018.

. "Philosophy as Pedagogy: Wittgenstein’s Styles of Thinking." Radical
Pedagogy. vol. 3, no. 3 (2001). at: https://bit.ly/36M10pf.

Ramharter, Esther. (ed.). Ungesellige Geselligkeiten: Wittgensteins Umgang mit anderen
Denkern/Unsocial Sociabilities: Wittgenstein's Sources. Berlin: Parerga Verlag, 2011.

Rhees, Rush (ed.). Recollections of Wittgenstein: Hermine Wittgenstein, Fania Pascal,
FR. Leavis, John King, M. O’C. Drury. Oxford/ New York: Oxford University Press,
1984.

Rusinow, Dennison 1. "Otto Gléckel and School Reform in Austria." Europe. no. 35
(1978).

Savickey, Beth. Wittgenstein'’s Art of Investigation. London/ New York: Routledge,
2014.

Sen, Amartya. "Sraffa, Wittgenstein, and Gramsci." Journal of Economic Literature.
vol. 41, no. 4 (December 2003).

Soles, Deborah H. "Some Ways of Going Wrong: On Mistakes in On Certainty."
Philosophy and Phenomenological Research. vol. 42, no. 4 (June 1982).

Weber, Désirée. "A Pedagogic Reading of Wittgenstein’s Life and Later Works." Journal
of Philosophy of Education. vol. 53, no. 4 (November 2019).

Wittgenstein, Ludwig. Culture and Value, Georg Henrik von Wright (ed.). Chicago:
Chicago University Press, 1984.

. On Certainty, G.EMM. Anscombe & G.H. von Wright (eds.). Oxford:
Blackwell, 1969.

. Remarks on the Foundations of Mathematics. Georg Henrik von Wright (ed.).
Cambridge: MIT Press, 1996.

. Tractatus logico—philosophicus/Logisch-philosophische Abhandlung. 36"
ed. Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp, 2016.

. Worterbuch fiir Volksschulen. Adolf Hiibner, Elisabeth Leinfellner &Werner
Leinfellner (eds.). Wien: Verlag Holder—Pichler—Tempsky, 1977.

. Worterbuch fiir Volksschulen. Vienna: Holder—Pichler—Tempsky, 1926.

. Zettel, G.E.M Anscombe & G.H. von Wright (eds.). Berkeley: University of
California Press, 2007.

Wright, Georg Henrik von. "Ludwig Wittgenstein: A Biographical Sketch." The
Philosophical Review. vol. 64, no. 4 (October 1955).

Wiinsche, Konrad. Der Volksschullehrer Ludwig Wittgenstein: Mit neuen Dokumenten
und Briefen aus den Jahren 1919 bis 1926. Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp, 1985.


https://bit.ly/36M1Opf

