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Illness as Experience and Discourse:
Research on Foucault’s Policies of Illness and their Role in
Contemporary Social Philosophy
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Abstract: In this paper I will try first to analyze Foucault’s definition of the illness
experience seen in basic concepts of his discourse. Second, I attempt to follow
this discourse in the domain of contemporary social philosophy, particularly in
the philosophy of Didier Fassin (1955), a French anthropologist, and Guillaume
Le Blanc (1966), a French philosopher. Thus, in the first section of this study I
analyze Foucault’s approach to illness, and, in the second section, the deployment
of his concepts in social philosophy, to draw some preliminary conclusions.

Keywords: Illness, Medicine, Biopolitics, Social Philosophy, Foucault, Fassin,
Le Blanc.
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(34) Foucault, Naissance de la clinique, p. 62.
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Dits et écrits, vol. 3, pp. 443-464.
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(38) Foucault, Les anormaux, p. 208.

(39) Michel Foucault, Le pouvoir psychiatrique, Cours au Collége de France, 1973—1974 (Paris: Gallimard—Seuil,
2003), p. 341.
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(Toulouse: Editions Erés, 2009).
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