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Abstract: The COVID-19 pandemic brings out many forms of social, economic,
political, and even environmental vulnerabilities. In many ways, the pandemic
revealed the fragility of modern technological civilisation. This article analyses

JS JBY mslr 3 ddadll GO 230V Landil s3]
Professor of Moral Philosophy and applied ethics at the Université Laval.
Ll Sl 25l dgmos dandddl 5 deliws Slaud e

Assistant professor of Philosophy at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies.



Issue 9/35 aa=ll *

Winter 2021 <l - \
Tabayyun «w

the tension between issues of care and technical responses in the pandemic
context. The theoretical background relies on Joan Tronto theory of care and
on Jacques Ellul conception of «technic system» which is characterized by its
efficiency, speed, automatization and autonomy. Even if many governments
have recognized how care giving (health, education, community service) is
fundamental for a society, they have largely chosen technical solutions to maintain
economical activities. The intensification of the digital turn had major impacts
on higher education, arts and cultural production, work and democracy. Using
many examples, this article shows how technical solutions short—circuit human
relations — essentially relation of care (care about, caring for, care with each
other) — that are specific to these activities, therefore inducing dehumanization,
more inequalities and social exclusion.

Keywords: COVID-19, Theory of Care, Technic System, Vulnerability, Social
Invisibility, Digital Turn.
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(23) Josep Borel, «COVID-19, le monde d’apres est déja la,» in: Josep Borel et al., COVID-19: Choc sanitaire et
géopolitique: Trump, et aprés? (Paris: Politiques étrangéres, 2020), p. 18.

(24) Thomas Gomart, «Le COVID-19 et la fin de I’innocence technologique,» in: Borel et al., pp. 25-38.

(25) Didier Houssin, «La coopération sanitaire internationale a I’épreuve de la COVID-19,» in: Borel et al., pp. 33-45.
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(27) Elie Cohen, «La souveraineté industrielle au révélateur du COVID-19,» in: Borel et al., p. 75.

(28) Colleen Flood et al., «Overview of COVID-19: Old and New Vulnerabilities,» in: Colleen Flood et al., Vulnerable:
The Law, Policy and Ethics of COVID-19 (Ottawa: University of Ottawa Press, 2020).

(29) Martin Dichter et al., «<COVID-19: It Is Time To Balance Infection Management And Person—Centered Care To
Maintain Mental Health Of People Living In German Nursing Homes,» International Psychogeriatrics, vol. 32, no. 12,
pp. 1157-1160.
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(33) Gina Adams & Margaret Todd, Meeting The School-Age Child Care Needs Of Working Parents Facing COVID—19
Distance Learning: Policy Options To Consider (Washington: Urban Institute Press, 2020).
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(34) Joseph Crawford et al., «COVID-19: 20 Countries’ Higher Education Intra—period Digital Pedagogy Response,»
Journal of Applied Learning and Teaching, vol. 3, no. 1 (2020), pp. 9-28.
(35) Laura Gelles et al., «Compassionate Flexibility and Self-Discipline: Student Adaptation to Emercy Remote
Teaching in an integrated Engineering Energy Course during CVID-19,» Education Sciences, vol. 10, no. 11 (2020),
p. 304, accessed on 18/1/2021, at: https://bit.ly/3qvel2H

(36) Tasha Dunn, «When Professor Guilt and Mon Guilt Collide: Pandemic Pedagogy from a Precarious Place,»
Communication Education, vol. 69, no. 4 (2020), pp. 491-501.
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(37) Marek Tesar, «Towards a Post-Covid—19: ‘New Normality?’: Physical and Social Distancing, the Move to Online
and Higher Education,» Policy Futures in Education, vol. 18, no. 5 (2020), pp. 556-559.

(38) Mark Gozlan, «Visons, furets, chats: Les animaux infectés par le SARS—-CoV-2 représentent—ils un risque pour
I’étre humain?» Le Monde, 13/11/2020, accessed on 18/1/2021, at: https://bit.ly/30Qynts

(39) «Au Danemark, des carcasses de visons euthanasiés en masse refont surface,» le soleil, 25/11/2020, accessed on
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(40) Elisabeth de Fontenay, Sans offenser le genre humain: Réflexions sur la cause animale (Paris: Albin Michel,
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(41) Pat Armstrong et al., «Privatization and COVID-19: A Deadly Combination for Nursing Homes,» in: Flood et al.,
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(42) Antonio Casilli, «Le travail a inégale distance,» Par ici la sortie!, no. 1 (2020), pp. 147-153, accessed on
18/1/2021, at: https://bit.ly/2Kvzb8k

(43) Anne Lambert et al., «Le travail et ses aménagements: Ce que la pandémie du COVID-19 a changé pour les
frangais,» Population et Sociétés, vol. 7, no. 579 (2020), pp. 1-14.

(44) Gilbert Cette, «Télétravail et croissance économique: Une opportunité a saisir,» Futuribles, no. 437 (Juillet-Aoat
2020), pp. 77-82.
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(46) Lambert et al.
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(55) Andreu Casero—Ripollés, «Impact of Covid—19 on the Media System. Communicative and Democratic
Consequences of News Consumption During the Outbreak,» El profesional de la informacion, vol. 29, no. 2 (2020).

(56) Luke Cooper & Guy Aitchison, «The Dangers ahead. Covid—19, Authoritarism and Democracy,» LSE Conflict
and Civil Society Research Unit, June 2020.

(57) Fassin et al., p. 12.
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