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Bishara’s Theory and the Horizons of Comparing
Dynamics of Contemporary Islamic Religiosity

Prolegomena in Light of the Crisis of Current Models

Tolakally ppdl CUS e 2l 03y opo sy sl OF ol sdn o 5 paiele
poalie o 5y a0 e 6] o e i)l e ol A Sl Gl B
Todadl Bl B ol el g o ol SNVLs g5 3 s Tmgio Y yiag
Y saadl o 85l b W55 ASIST Lol 4 a5 3 o aal el e catus)
SN 6] 253 a1 gt clind 1y 5 ol Sliaiyns o) (el Byl 3
130 sl olelandly Galgzdls Liloly G315 Y1 Aol o] olS ol :“;J\
ANl 3adl 3 gazd sl ciadald SIS shatdl e ¢ K25 al sl sda S
SN sk gy oo ¢SS5 Lo citadall Sl oo abonad] olazznadl slittaly 6L
it g lb] 5 il s bl sl cdialall 5 ) <Y & ol & b
ALY 15 il dl o pas Lo Ly . adodl dy padl O1UI Lgsigds 1 &l ol a0
Ay S olaall ) Bl s b st

Aodsllall cdpslgzedl cddld! iladall ¢ DY sl 1diie olals

Abstract: This paper seeks to shed light upon one facet of the contemporary interest

of Azmi Bishara’s work Religion and Secularism in a Historical Context,inasmuch
as it is a theoretical achievement that has at its disposal new methodological
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Researcher and Lecturer at the Center for Islamic Studies — Al-Zaytoonah University, Tunisia. He holds a PhD in Arabic
Language and Literature, with a specialization in Civilization (Modern and Contemporary Arab Thought).
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concepts and terminology that makes sense of the outcomes of the religious,
and the dynamics of religiosity in contexts of modern secularization, aside from
those which have become mainstays of the classical theory of secularization.
Bishara applies these terms to an approach to Islamic religiosity and its modern,
present—day dynamics, including its most controversial phenomena: Islamic
political movements (lkhwani, Salafi, and Jihadi) and sectarian groups. From
the classical perspective on secularization, these phenomena once characterized
the rigidity and resilience of Islamic religiosity, as well as the exclusion of
Muslim societies from the process of secularization, but in Bishara’s theory of
the outcomes of piety within secularization they instead represent the dynamics
of this religiosity, as part of the particularity of the outcomes of secularization as
witnessed by modern Arab states. Therein, this paper finds an opening for new
horizons in the study of contemporary modes of religiosity.

Keywords: Islamic Exceptionalism, Secularism, Salafism, Jihadism, Sectarianism.
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