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Alternative and Multiple Modernities:
Modernity Reconsidered
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Abstract: This article sheds light on some aspects of the actual debate concerning
modernity. A debate that attempts to depict a critical review and reading of the
theoretical framework within which the Western understanding of modernity was
established as "Unique", "Western", and "Universal".The core of this debate is
the two notions of multiple and alternative modernities which both assume that
the best way to understand the contemporary world is for modernity to be seen as
a story of continual formation, constitution, reconstitution , and development of
multiple, changing and often contested and conflicting modernities. Furthermore,
the article aims at laying the groundwork for thinking about the Arab modernity
or even modernities and their possibility in a contemporary globalized world.

Keywords: Modernity, the West, Alternative Modernities, Multiple Modernities,
Globalization.
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(1) Jibu Mathew George, The Ontology of Gods: An Account of Enchantment, Disenchantment, and Re—Enchantment
(London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2017), p. 22.
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(2) Marcel Gauchet, Le désenchantement du monde: Une histoire politique de la religion (Paris: Gallimard, 1985).
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(37) Sachsenmaier, Riedel & Eisenstadt, p. 146.
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Khalid Zekri, Modernités arabes: De la modernité a la globalisation (Casablanca: La Croisée des Chemins, 2018).
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