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On Salafi Imaginary and its Memory:
An Archaeological Approach
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Abstract: This review examines Azmi Bishara’s engagement with Salafism and
its conceptualizations in his book What is Salafism. The review highlights key
aspects of the nature and function of Salafi ideological memorializations in an
inter—disciplinary effort to craft a clear understanding of the phenomenon as
a collective memorialization of an imagined past. The book calls for opening
up research horizons for cross—professional engagement with modern religious
movements and their social imagination, clearly rooted in the sociocultural
context of the region.

Keywords: Salafism, Fundamentalism, Heritage, Social Imaginary, Collective
Memory.
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Teacher of Arabic Language in the German state school system and translator. He holds a PhD in German Literature from
Diisseldorf University.
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