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Abstract: In this classical text of Critical Theory which continues to have great
contemporary relevance, the German philosopher Max Horkheimer seeks to
establish a new definition of philosophy and its function. The text is a general
and critical review of the positions of many philosophers and intellectuals from
different intellectual backgrounds, revolving around the definition of philosophy

and its purported function. The author explores the relationship that philosophy
must maintain with society.

Keywords: Philosophy, Society, Criticism, Social Philosophy, Frankfurt School.
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Master’s student in Philosophy at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies.
islaYl & gl Uoes & JGEJda 5,9 s
Max Horkheimer, «The Social Function of Philosophy,» Zeitschrift fiir Sozialforschung, vol. 8, no. 3 (1939), pp. 322-337.
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(1) Bertrand Russell, «Logical Atomism,» in: John H. Muirhead (ed.), Contemporary British Philosophy, vol. I (London/
New York: Allen & Unwin, Macmillan, 1925), p. 379.

(2) Leonard Trelawny Hobhouse, «The philosophy of Development,» in: John H. Muirhead (ed.), p. 152.
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(3) Samuel Alexander, Space, Time and Deity, vol. I (London: Macmillan and Co., Ltd., 1920), p. 4.
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Karl Mannheim, Ideology and Utopia: An Introduction to the Sociology of Knowledge (London: Routledge, 1936).
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(7) Immanuel Kant, Critique of Pure Reason, F. Max Miiller (trans.) (New York: The Macmillan Company 1920),
pp. 257-258.
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