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Abstract: This paper proposes a reexamination of a central question related to
the method of the human sciences in their foundational contexts as inaugurated
by Wilhelm Dilthey (1833—1911) by means of an analysis of the Understanding/
Explanation (Verstehen/Erklarung) duality. Two patterns are in the background
of this duality: the psychological which refers to the internal structure of mental
experience as an autonomous aggregation containing the main elements of
consciousness; and the hermeneutical which is based on a reading of the signs,
traces, and features manifested through the relation to the other and configured
in institutions, texts, and writings that are saturated with signification and
meaning and express the individual and collective experiences and forms of
life in a historical context. Our hypothesis is that the well-known Distinction
between understanding and explanation is not definitive or categorical, between
the world of nature and the world of man, society, and history, but an operational
and methodological artifact unifying the objective field of the human sciences.

Keywords: Understanding, Explanation, Soul science, Hermeneutics, History.
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SRS
. . .
Ulaulg Wlwlya

Tabayyun w il P00 ket iaonl aioll Jluto suatla |

ool $Lul Lo Pl jalno

Wl B 8y, ol Bale] ) elldl Olanl dgadl s elyy (slils dauls S
Zadild Ll eomliedl dyins s eyl OLSYI S o o) s PR VLS
G laazie 33,305 (3l 5ol e Gond ¢V idaie s JI ol 15 LY 2l
‘;Ldju\j ‘i\\)b}!‘))b}r@ﬂ‘qAUwLq.@?bjcdujjbsw\lﬁwj Gw‘j%ﬁ.ﬁw‘
503 oo B Al 3 sty DLaidl e lesT CasST L 8 oo 4y polan 0 p sl B0
Roddo ot I 4US o3 el 3 oSG o Joe o IsVT el 525 (1870) 5-Le i sl Ll
Hcﬂm&\%ﬁwmw‘jbwyr@vjjcww\uféﬂ‘(1883)@,“(}.\9@
w55 SV VN S 3 Vs ¢ gammn 525 (1905) patdly & poudl LS S5 dmy 25
i b e ¢t o alad (1910) g M p she b ey WLl ZalB] o co S5 LoDt Sl DS
Sl o s lgllay e cOSaly Jlaedd lilzials (g 2T s Slilaay ae gl 3 el
o b DAL L) L e ) (6 2T Bloy (Pl 2l Bl balows (5,8
el sl o ) (58 G Lgio s gl sl Il (55,5 LICST ol ol ons s s

LW Ol G LedSes

Sl r el a3 BUIT e p Ul s e e S5 oI AW ol 2N L
o5 o el eV Coalddly SISV Gl 5 go e Syl s cans gl 5 e o sl
@ gl ) et oY Allseae LS 5 Lol s elllinadlodin 3 4315 oy il 55,0 5 2
s et IS L gilea) g5 e BaSl Jomw o O W1 Jadl iz SV Ol gl s
ol oo el Sl il 5 e s 1AW lilaeY Gadss b Juadll & Ol
cains Gmo L Joms o 6 el o8l Lo L) Joo ol Al SV bl il
(ol (b son gl SV G5l 3 Gl e Wi Loy L] B,8T 15 el S e
Slaial I st bl Jome a5 o Ll Leas Loy «Phinddlls Elnsy 1 anslios

(2) W. Dilthey, Abhandlungen zur Philosophie der Philosophie, B. Groethuysen (ed.), vol. 8 (Stuttgart: B.G. Teubner;
Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1991 [1960]).
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W. Dilthey, Die geistige Welt: Einleitung in die philosophie des Lebens, G. Misch (ed.), vol. 5 (Stuttgart: B.G. Teubner;
Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1990 [1957]), p. 9.
(5) W. Dilthey, «Das hermeneutische System Schleiermachers in Auseinandersetzung mit der &lteren protestantischen
Hermeneutik,» in: Leben Schleiermachers, M. Redeker (ed.), vol. 14, no. 1-2 (Stuttgart: B.G. Teubner; Gottingen:
Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1966), pp. 597-689; W. Dilthey, «Das natiirliche System des Geisteswissenschaften im 17.

Jahrhundert,» in: Weltanschauung und Analyse des Menschen seit Renaissance und Reformation, G. Misch (ed.), vol. 2
(Stuttgart: B.G. Teubner; Géttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1991), pp. 90-245.
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P. Szondi, Introduction to Literary Hermeneutics, M. Woodmansee (ed.) (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1995),
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