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(Natural) Events and (Human) Actions:

How Are We to Understand the Relationship
between the Natural and the Social?
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Abstract: The object of this paper is to discuss the concept of human (social)
action. An attempt will he made to explain the relation between physical
(observable) aspects of human action, and those aspects which are commonly
believed not to be amenable to naturalistic explanation, such as thought, meaning,
intention and symbolism. Stated differently, this is an attempt to understand the
relationship between what is «internal» and what is «external» in, or about,
action. The discussion has a broader philosophical significance inasmuch as it
seeks to cast doubt on such dichotomies as nature and society, behaviourism and
interpretivism, and the idea that nature and society requires different methods of
study.

Keywords: Action, Nature, Society, Method, Cause, Interpretation, External,
Internal.
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(1) Gertrude Elizabeth Margaret Anscombe, The Collected Philosophical Papers of G.E.M. Anscombe, vol. 2:
Metaphysics and the Philosophy of Mind (Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1981), p. 194.
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