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Corbin Beyond Heidegger:
Between Death and the Infinite
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Abstract: This article deals with the relationship between Henry Corbin and
Heidegger’s thought, in order to bring out the reasons behind Corbin’s move
from the sheer facticity of hermeneutic phenomenology, as he discovered it in
the writings of the MeBkirch philosopher, to soufi and Islamic philosophical
thought. We show in this study that Corbin did not reject Heidegger outright, nor
did he consider any of his sayings totally wrong or Lost affinity to Heidegger’s
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Researcher, translator and associate professor in philosophy at the University of Balamand, Lebanon.
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thought. Cobrin actually kept all he gained from Heidegger on facticity and
relied almost constantly on his kind of phenomenological method. However, he
did find a limit to Heidegger’s thought, which he sought to overcome, while
keeping the phenomenological method of unveiling. We will determine that such
limit has to do with defining death and its meaning, and that what separates the
two thinkers, on nearly every level of their respective thoughts, is the infinite as
Corbin studied, understood and developed it in reading philosophical-Islamic
texts. Indeed, no sooner do we bring the infinite in as an interpreting concept
that what unites and separates Heidegger and Corbin becomes clear, on the basic
levels of language, man, death, the divine, the world and history, and that a
surprising shift occurs from phenomenology being the key to mystical texts to
the hermeneutic infinite becoming itself the key to phenomenology.

Keywords: Phenomenology, Factical, Infinite, Being—towards—death, Being—
after—death, Divine, Heidegger, Corbin.
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(1) Hermann Landolt, «Henry Corbin, 1903—1978: Between Philosophy and Orientalism,» Journal of the American
Oriental Society, vol. 119, no. 3 (July—September 1999), p. 485.
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(4) Jean—Frangois Mattéi, Heidegger et Holderlin: Le Quadriparti (Paris: PUF, 2001), p. 171.
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Henry Corbin, The Voyage and the Messenger: Iran and Philosophy, Joseph Rowe (trans.) (California: North Atlantic
Books, 1998), p. 38.

(6) Sylvain Camilleri & Daniel Proulx, «Martin Heidegger et Henry Corbin: Lettres et documents (1930-1941),»
Bulletin Heideggerien, vol. 4 (2014), pp. 50-56.
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(7) Henry Corbin, «De Heidegger a Sohravardi: Entretien avec Philippe Nemo,» Association des amis de Henry et Stella
Corbin, 2/6/1976, accessed on 20/1/2019, at: https://bit.ly/2URsvFC

(8) C. Bamford, «Introduction,» in: Corbin, The Voyage and the Messenger, p. 38.

(9) Martin Heidegger, «Brief tiber den Humanismus,» in: Wegmarken, GA, Bd. 9 (Frankfurt am Main: Vittorio
Klosterman, 1976 [1946]), p. 313.
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Martin Heidegger, «Die Frage nach der Technik,» in: Vortrdge und Aufsdtze, GA, Bd. 7 (Frankfurt am Main: Vittorio
Klostermann, 1976).

(11) Martin Heidegger, Sein und Zeit, GA, Bd. 2 (Frankfurt am Main: Vittorio Klostermann, 1976), pp. 124, 285.
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(12) Sean J. McGrath, «Heidegger and Duns Scotus on Truth and Language,» The Review of Metaphysics, vol. 57, no.
2 (December 2003), pp. 339-358.

(13) Heidegger, «Logos,» in: Vortrédge und Aufsdtze, pp. 212-234.
(14) Ibid., p. 214.
(15) Corbin, «De Heidegger a Sohravardi.»

(16) Martin Heidegger, Holderlins Hymnen «Germanien» und «der Rhein,» GA, Bd. 39 (Frankfurt am Main: Vittorio
Klostermann, 1976 [1934-1935]).

(17) Heidegger, Sein und Zeit, p. 34.
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(18) Martin Heidegger, Logik: Die Frage nach der Wahrheit, GA, Bd. 21 (Frankfurt am Main: Vittorio Klostermann,
1976).

(19) Bamford, «Introduction,» in: Corbin, The Voyage and the Messenger, pp. 34-35.

(20) Ibid.
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(26) Heidegger, Sein und Zeit, pp. 49-51.

(27) Henry Corbin, «Post—scriptum biographique a un entretien philosophique,» Association des amis de Henry et Stella
Corbin, Juin 1978, accessed on 20/01/2019, at: https://bit.ly/2GLIWZR

(28) Corbin, «De Heidegger a Sohravardi.»
(29) Ibid.
(30) Heidegger, Sein und Zeit, pp. 41-42, 53.
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(41) Heidegger, Sein und Zeit, pp. 12-27.

(42) Martin Heidegger, «Vom Wesen des Grundes,» in: Wegmarken, p. 123; Martin Heidegger, «Heimkunft/ An die
Werwandten,» in: Erlduterungen zu Hélderlins Dichtung, GA, Bd. 4 (Frankfurt am Main: Vittorio Klostermann, 1976),
pp. 17, 189; Martin Heidegger, «Die Sprache,» in: Unterwegs zur Sprache, GA, Bd. 12 (Frankfurt am Main: Vittorio
Klostermann, 1976), p. 22.
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