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Genomics from an Islamic Perspective:
The Difficult Questions

1505 gty ool s 58 o sl oo Ll el Bt Voo 81,501 Lo 2 2 il
Of Lntas 2 Y Iy Ldgedl ol o Gy 108 LEUS 0gt5 ol JI5 Vg el Ry e
Sl skl Sl ES1 50 fow 3 0l Ol s p el e O Y e 65
2Ll O podanadl ol slode J2oy Vs 30T lad s lulSail o L Lo NEVINERPE
123Lad 2o Al o g o 55 ol 8 pmdl el e o3l s el 0 s
Ol e (B ranainte (6 sl pacdy 515 oo B 5Ll 235V Y 5Ll
SNV Jandl a3 5 el oIS 035 ) ks - yrond) (ed  Snedl sl
il mpedl 1 o el ol sdgty (U1 skl 3,55 bl L 1l
IS )l (o ooy 3las b (6 gl etV o 0L 0l Bl e 8152
ool 2 e 23S Sloghan o og) g dny @Dl 31 3 radenodl sLalall
S prdl e 3 doge il Al Byl 0din 5 ,and cade Flus ALl Sl
) dLaadl LY V3Ll e ¢ sl Jals Jlonss ¢ o ol doeall Glass

(sl By s g danly Ll G| J] 2 O JoU 1

LB g cp gl e (B 1 e i LS
Abstract: The science of genetics is considered a modern field. Genomics is
even more modern, and is undergoing very rapid development. Its standards
are still the subject of fierce debate and discussion between professionals, and
unsurprisingly, many non—professionals struggle to keep up with the latest
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developments and their ethical consequences. Muslim religious scholars are no
exception to this general rule — indeed, their lack of knowledge is worsened
by the lack of opportunities to discuss the ethical questions raised by the field
with high—level specialist experts. Given the weight of religious rulings and their
influence in ethical debates in Islamic countries, the fast pace of developments
in the field of genomics, and the latter’s increasing relevance to human health
science, it is of great importance to develop innovative models to incorporate
Muslim scholars’ opinions when appropriate and after they acquire sufficient
information about the related scientific background. This paper thus presents
important aspects of genomics pertaining to health and sickness, and tries to cast
light on the accompanying ethical questions that it is hoped will lead to broad
and long—term discussions starting with the seminar held by the Research Centre
for Islamic Legislation and Ethics.

Keywords: Genetics, Genomics, Ethics, Islamic Perspective, Infectious Diseases,
Genetic Diseases.
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(1) Cf. D. G. Gibson et al., «Creation of a Bacterial Cell Controlled by a Chemically Synthesized Genome,» Science,
vol. 329, no. 5987 (2010), pp. 52-56.
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(2) Cf. A.V. Khera et al., «Genetic Risk, Adherence to a Healthy Lifestyle, and Coronary Disease,» New England
Journal of Medicine, vol. 375, no. 24 (2016), pp. 2349-2358.
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(3) Cf. P. Tebas et al., «Gene Editing of CCRS in Autologous CD4 T Cells of Persons Infected with HIV,» New England

Journal of Medicine, vol. 370, no. 10 (2014), pp. 901-910.
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R. H. Rouce et al., «Recent Advances in T—cell Immunotherapy for Haematological Malignancies,» British Journal of
Haematology, vol. 176, no. 5 (2017), pp. 688-704.
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