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Sharia Scholars and Modern Medical
Advancements: Ethical Challenges in the Age
of Genomics as Example
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Abstract: This study offers an analytical overview of discussions about the
possible role of Sharia in the age of modern biomedical advancements, especially
genomics. Rather than judging specific issues from a normative juristic perspective,
the main aim of this study is to explore the perceptions of contemporary Muslim
jurists and their standpoints on questions related to the role of Sharia in the modern
age. Modernity is epitomized here by the breathtaking biomedical advancements
which have transformed many of old ‘impossibilities’ into today’s ‘routine’. In this
regard, this study examines how contemporary Muslim jurists have tried to
preserve a role for Islamic Sharia and how this role is conceived of at the dawn of
the genome age. The last part of the article is dedicated to presenting some critical
remarks about the main themes of this study.
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Professor of Islam and Biomedical Ethics at the Research Center for Islamic Legislation and Ethics (CILE), College of
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(1) Albert Jonsen, «A History of Religion and Bioethics,» in: David Guinn (ed.), Handbook of Bioethics and Religion
(Oxford: Oxford University press, 2006), p. 23.

(2) Tom Beauchamp & James Childress, Principles of Biomedical Ethics, 6™ ed. (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
2013), pp. 2-6.
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