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Paul Ricouer as an Interpreter of the
Personalism of Emmanuel Mounier
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Abstract: The history of philosophy meanders like Heraclitus’ river, moving
with the ever-changing flow. In this flexibility lies the vitality, effectiveness and
contemporary relevance of philosophy. Personalism is one piece of this history.
This school of thought emerged as a reaction to the spiritual and political crisis that
was unfolding in European societies, and affecting the human being’s existence
and presence in the world. Since its inception and subsequent development through
the works of Emmanuel Mounier, Personalism has been the subject of various
readings and ongoing reviews by many philosophers. Paul Ricoeur is one of
the first intellectuals to take on the legacy of Personalism with a critique and an
interpretation that reveals its nature, origins and purposes.

Keywords: Personalism, Existentialism, Humanism, Humanity, the Person.
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Philosophy Instructor in Morocco’s vocational education system. He holds an MA in the Philosophy of Communication
from the Faculty of Arts and Humanities, Abdelmalek Essaadi University, Tetouan, Morocco.
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(1) Paul Ricceur, «une philosophie personnaliste,» Esprit, Nouvelle série, no. 12 (Décembre 1950), pp. 860-887.
(2) Ibid., p. 862.
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(9) Candide Moix, Emmanuel Mounier, penseur chrétien dans le monde moderne (Paris: Editions du Seuil, 1960), p. 27.

(10) Emmanuel Mounier, Manifeste au service du personnalisme, Edition numérique complétée & Chicoutimi, 15
novembre 2003, p. 14.

(11) Ibid, p. 17.
(12) Eric Volant, Des morales: Crises et impératifs (Canada: Editions Paulines & Médiaspaul, 1985), p. 163.
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(15) Pierre de Senarclens, Le mouvement «Esprity 1932-1941: Essai critique (Lausanne: Editions L'Age D'Homme,
1974), p. 22.

(16) Ricoeur, p. 862.

(17) E. Mounier, «Refaire la renaissance,» Esprit (Octobre 1932).
(18) De Senarclens, p. 9.

(19) Ricoeur, p. 862.
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