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Ethics in Modernity:
From a Secondary to a Central Domain,
in Wael Hallaqg's Approach
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Abstract: This paper explores the primary hypothesis tested in Wael Hallaq’s latest
book The Impossible State. It postulates that modernity, in the age of globalization, is
endangered by an ethical crisis. Hallaq traces the roots of this crisis to the European
Enlightenment and the philosophical premises which underpin it. According to

Hallaq, the only way in which the present crisis can be addressed is through the
restoration of religious values to a position of centrality within the world system.
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(1) Wael B. Hallaq, The Impossible State: Islam Politics and Modernity's Moral Predicament (Columbia: Columbia
University Press, 2012), p. 272.
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(10) Antoine Tine, «Jirgen Habermas: entre pluralisme et consensus. La réinvention de la modernité?» Ethiopiques
(Revue négro-africaine de littérature et de philosophie), no. 64-65 (1 et 2°™ trimestre, 2000), p. 8, accessed on 2/1/2017,
at: http://ow.ly/bfaF30e6gWK
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