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Can Citizenship Pave the Way for a
Functional Arab Morality?
A Study of the Positivity of Value
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Abstract: This paper explores the conditions that make it possible to draw a
distinction between traditional or «classical» and «modern» forms of morality.
The author aims to understand the possibility of an epistemological and behavioral
framework that allows for the rise of a novel form of citizenship that is discontinuous
from previous forms. One conclusion which the author arrives at is that modernity
made itself felt in the Arab countries through a series of mostly disjointed, piecemeal
and superficially modified and «Islamicized» efforts. The author argues that the
present impasse in Arab thinking on citizenship will persist until the dichotomy

between collective identity and the episteme of «obedience» and individual identity
and the episteme of «the individualy is bridged.

Keywords: Ethics, Community, Freedom, Individualism, Citizenship.
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Paul Magnette, La citoyenneté: une histoire de l’idée de participation civique (Paris: Bruylant, 2001).
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