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Maghrebian Public Space in France Today: A French
Thinker’s Vision: Michel de Certeau
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Abstract: Michel de Certeau's thinking is geared towards constructing a vision
of public space in accordance with the dichotomy of the strategic and the
tactical. This dualism acts as a method within the daily practices of actors in
«systems of social behavior.» In displaying the contradictory features of two
different worlds in the sociological environment, De Certeau tries to achieve
a comparative approach to Maghrebian public space that he regards as a tactic
and its counterpart French public space that he defines as a strategy - strategy
understood as a system that detects practices and representations, and tactic as an
act of resistance to this system, played out as «opposition» in a «private place».

Keywords: Strategy, Tactic, Public Space, Michel de Certeau.
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en France d’aujourd’hui. Le regard d’un intellectuel frangais: Michel de Certeau,» in: Les espaces publics au Maghreb,
sous la direction de Hassan Remaoun & Abdelhamid Henia (Oran: CRASC & Diraset, 2013), pp. 79-91.
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