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The Imaginary of the Colonial Era: Duality
of Discourse and Self-Rupture in Yasmin
Khadra’s What the Day Owes the Night
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Abstract: This article offers a formal and careful reading of Yasmin Khadra’s
novel What the Day Owes the Night of cultural and post-colonial criticism.
Methodologically, the study employs the imaginary at an important stage of the
colonial context in Algeria, although it expands to include the various nations
that lived under colonialism and were subjected to its tools of Westernization
and exclusion, as can be observed nowadays in the Palestinian reality. Thus, the
issue is both new and old at the same time. On the other hand, the text forces us
to address the hidden aspects of the French milieu, which are neither completely
innocent nor purely literary.

Keywords: Identity, Colonialism, Self, the Other.
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(3) Yasmina Khadra, 4 quoi révent les loups (Paris: Pocket, 2000); Yasmina Khadra, Les Agneaux du Seigneur (Paris:

Pocket, 1999).

(4) Yasmina Khadra, Les Hirondelles de Kaboul (Paris: Pocket 2004).

(5) Yasmina Khadra, Les Sirénes de Bagdad (Paris: Pocket, 2006).

(6) Yasmina Khadra, L'Attentat (Paris: Pocket, 2011).

(7) Yasmina Khadra, La Derniére Nuit du Rais (Paris: Julliard, 2015).

(8) Yasmina Khadra, Dieu n'habite pas La Havane (Paris: Julliard, 2016).
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(32) George Balandier, La situation coloniale, Approche théorique, les Cahiers internationaux de sociologie, vol. 11
(1951), pp. 44-79.
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(35) Khadra, Ce que le Jour doit a la Nuit, p. 13.
(36) Ibid., p. 40.
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(40) Khadra, Ce que le Jour doit a la Nuit, pp. 64-65.
(41) Ibid., p. 65.
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