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Freedom and Impediment to Action
Foundations for a Liberal Concept of Freedom in the Arab Thought
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Abstract: This paper explores, and ultimately finds no justification for, the idea
that it is not possible to root the liberal concept of freedom in the Arab-Islamic
cultural context. It examines this supposition from two main angles: First, that
the liberal understanding of freedom has a metaphysical basis, which itself has
various implications in a range of areas. The paper shows that this basis is also
present in ancient philosophical thought—both Greek and Arab-Islamic. In the
context of an imposed Arab modernity, there is now (or has been since the period
of the Nahda) a chance for this metaphysical conception of freedom to express
itself within modern and contemporary Arab political philosophy.

Keywords: Freedom, Obstacles to Action, Arab Thought, Metaphysical Basis,
the West

s — sl Ll bl i sl dgms b 2anddl Sl s
** Professor of Philosophy, Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. Doha- Qatar.



< -
Issue 5/17 aa=ll *

Summer 2016 wn 0y
Tabayyun «w

Qoado
st I Vs GUT psgie J g sl madl Ol g BT o Al B2l ) 01 on s (omy
Lo el U e Gl om0 05 T5 s sd) ol Sl p el
o 1 5L 83 pamall B oIl (G0 llanas putieinds byl Ul o seiedD
ety oV slas¥ls dubdl cVbrs 3 & ol o pgiedl M e 555 A ol saad
o sl (1: JW el e Lzidloos Wils J] oo A 0l DY e pondl L
oo Bl Sl (b eSS il e & ol ) el o g o bl el £ o0 1
el LI (2 siiedl T 22 0 e ol o Jaddl 5o (JUIL) 5 Jadll plil
Lo G cslazn VI sl Lol ymr Calibe s sLas¥ly duldl eV e b dilisee Sl
il St e sy R liadl e L1 i) (B 0 Sl o i
il o b il L1 e s (4 ¢ DY - oyl T e Ul el ol
sk u.ag cL;SLJL,j.@.e BT RLIN| ,JJ\@MJJ\ Lol W\u.eca}.a_g e yE
wyu;m\bduuﬁj cu,x.?\f.,bwu(S ‘wu,d\seu&.bwﬁ\ CCyana
il s o onil) o3 By ol sl gl 1 35 b gl Sl e
oda I Bl ( JUIb s Los Lol jae (e b B pobaadls &l 4 all Lul ]
!yl qu TS| pas Il 5 e Bl o oL Bmys D) D3lsxadl b
ol ade oa ls Comdl ST Jeul V1 1 s b1 s ) Ll Bl b & >l

' A Bl

Jolois el o e Ol sy 0 5T (bid 15550 Lge saman JLSGY ) 0 Jss
(ol ol S 3 Il a5 sl el Wsloee 3 SN Sl sl L aoalied!
Leiblod 53 &3 3 V] ales ¥ Soliinn g HISEY 3 5maS N1 i ) a5 a5 Y Eoomy
55 Al et e S el 5 (6 S daals Lol gl gy . oLl LBl
Mia J2e 5 05 ) ol ¢35 5ol alslanadls & ol oalinS (3 olnad) dwlndl o liod|
4 Conll Jmadl ety ¥ (gl V1 Gl UL 5l Blazs s Il s Ul 28t~
b 5 A (G 80) Lo I L) ok Zo3SU1 eV s sl B Jad (Pla
)@%&%AQ‘M\TM‘J@:Sifnu‘:;ﬂﬁjrws\éw\d}iﬂ)&”dﬁéskj
2l (el ary oo &l 1 iy s BB il o pspodl M ey Lo LeSTool Ly

0555 Ol elus Loy Fas Judi
‘«q:x,d\f,d\;mgaiﬁﬁgﬂmmmw%g;gulu@ZJW\mafdw‘mw,uj_@w‘w (1)
IVl e 5255 Losps (S5 eiondl o padl Sl b g sl lin o3 Sl pass olidons ) o ai e

Raja Bahlool, «The Liberal Concept of Freedom in Contemporary Arab Thought,» Journal of Arabic and :WU| 5
Islamic Studies 10 (1993): 22-66.



L)

palzoll pupell K88 b daall JIgw g0l

T‘abawu =S ol A0 6 dypall Gl Peade) yupwlill: =l ilg0g Ayl

A ol 5 e Ushad (0,005 ¢ Joo W g L23le S g5 ol e U ol S
e j.@,uubajwldfﬁj\o.um Lo O gru pddl AT e o ol e 2SI
Jel n n B G o ) oDl ol LS e g 8 ool 3 1l oy
u&ubcr@@wu}d\bb\@;ﬁw\gﬂ\uﬁ%éﬁ@)’quqda
Y ST A sles B 3 s O Aiseall & ol las pa oD gl 1 S0
Sy ey pla ¥l duldl dpa- ) ey

s oda 2l LS &y ol) 1l sgiall usbis ol (V) 0 U el 3
ol al o 28 I e dl S b Leliley Loy Lipls copilitien oy o SChe e Lol
Gl e A B el ST o) 32y 40 Ly i ) S g e Y L
lia e 21 L3V 6 bl Lsledlan (ST 0Ll e b 1gd ¢ 1l L i
(& > 55 a0 Jlaxiw S L*;J\ ety 4 S LY BUas (sl.d}l\ A Eoel
sl oV 5n B Lo b mall 055 oo ooz Y Lo s s ciiliseadl 46 00l LIISKSL Ll
“ ) e

Ol (B (S S b pdls g e (Ugls doe) & ol ML@\MHM@W}
& s AoV &y ol BpsLaVI & ol g e b el i s N5l el o 5 g g Bl
ol olosl Lo T ey oull 3 Il Cndadl OL el a3 2o §g T L3 nddly S
Asle I (o &y ol pggie Olazal o 2y gb 355 dne s (P ool Condiod sl il
oo 31l Sl 3,1 bl o G Jadll o s a3y W1 28 Il oalin e fonts acalis
s 5025 58« Il gl oy VIRl B 2 ol ] 55 Le e OIS 13 . ool
el o sgiadl s B Lo g2 ol &y ol s BBl iz g o iy skl

Aol Y

2y Jall OF ) a3 W ooy ol o il I el 3 nalilly foo ) il - i) 5 5
S ol g Lgd O i) Ua-b. Gt o &yl o 5 Il S e oy )
;u\gfj@ug.@iaﬁmy\aﬁﬂ\M\guL cigu)g\M\gw;mg
Lo & ol i slinedl 5 pmasdl s el] sitay Y (a1 L3 Bl ) ) 1l
elasY L;;U el SBLl o (la s dddey B3lasly dwlw 01T uLw\
ol ST Lt 0L & oeld J1 Ul e pgiadl O) dpadl (s Y el i
A Sl G g el D) ool Il e sgiaalls spaadl e ool 1

s Eudol

.oGsT 18 o35 Sralgll il (2)



< -
Issue 5/17 aa=ll *

Summer 2016 wn 0y
Tabayyun «w

Lol 1 G ol O J gl ) LSS JoS el o Y1 el el
YRS R W FUVNRCENHIRES PSR g S I R VRSV WYL [u RN
VGl 5 dilsien YIS 1iis 2505 5 gl W O] o5 g oel) e 33lee
olad) i e Dt Sl odins O o wles Mos e ¢ o3 Y L L) 5L
o siadl a3 8Ll Cons (5 pontcadl Jpdl Lile L b 5l i, ol 105 oSy ik
5 s Blons ol ity ol o St ] Bl s sl s i sl
e eSe Y (Lo s Leogd) Ladlull Ay el 8Ly gl O3l B (o G401 0]
LSl (Sl o G o B elin 1 U1 5 15 ey ool panaliall dnal
i) Oy, b jass JIE Vs ol Wlacdl 0f b ciaodlal i a0l DLl o Lgs ol
o.L@Jéﬂ\a\,ﬁ\q;ytsﬁuwpw\y&gw&g%@@ﬂgw\,

RUIAPAN

Jua il Jl§wa 6 paleollg lla Vi

& ol o s Ll (ol edly) wlaslodl y seedl u_i,_ﬁw\u.a,vsr,_a_i
il pshe dym oS (AN a1 ) ol Bl
el e s e fentn 05 Lo (U pae Lelanr Vs dwlndl e Lol Bl
AERN [P I SENOU | B PR BV [ FEPEEEPR SEPHE-A PSS PN EVEL ) [FOO S
adlie Ly 3 dsdy a8 Mill) oo oyl s Opr Sl Sadl oS e
g el 5 5 s tedl

st Lo pn 5\ l@ju@;@gﬂ\ B3,V & o A Lo Dl Ml s 6 50 sl Y
b 3 s el ¥ 5T okl By ol bty Sy il 55 201 Ty ()
oy dlalodl A 3505 0l G b Lgmlo OF L el 5y A1 |

Ol aor gy Ll ba Jsbs 51 G L a5 L3 Alewe

e TS Ly el s (6 L 22315 O s Lis adie Los oo el 1 Js
A ols L) e 1S O U3 tatod 5 aaads o olazm Vs el ooadl S gl
BRI Ly cate ool ety ¢ ST ool S 0L Jall e ¢ s ool e
Pl Sk plozal gl (545 Y 4 | ] U,L;Jl Slasle STy ol Dlaad 43 58l

.CWY\}QJL:MJ\

N pagice Sy dodons ol e el s plasseial Joe 5 Gl 2B 55y
Aoz 0B AN LS, 51,8 G picmnad! (L DY) o ) Sl (5 & ol (e lis

.5 P (2012 casladl )}\42.} Gl :\f::.g.]\ ZSJ,AULH) 2".}"‘“ d}’ cJ.:: Q)‘).::L..a U}" (3)



L)

pal=oll pupsll 148801 o dypall JIdw :gaoll
ol A0 6 dypall Gl Peade) yupwlill: =l ilg0g Ayl

Tabayyun \:

Jgs pB ) Slaadl sl oDl ol (6 Sl sl b &y ol Bl Olns
VS PN LR ERJON [ FPO Py (U PLF-1 [ pUEPIN ) SEPUPNUR SEIEUN [ 3P RNV PR PN SV
) Sl 2 s (B Billas L35S o 5 1) O paneld il &y ol
S il Sy SIS e o] AL3 0L &y ol (e g o s dudon B [sdgr
Gt N alse 1L pelazr 5Tl (5530 (65 & el pagie (5T e 2 Y JL,

:0F Laslae

%ﬂ\sjﬁdpc(quy‘qﬂ\ﬂ\@)%ﬁauajjb&uuasijr&)\ulﬁ
s St I g Eontl oy O s () ol ol 5l 230 a5 o
Tpasetll ay p Geslge B ey o g8l Solldl O Smy O (el 3,201 e 3 520 OLS
st o it O &l gy el oy A1 Aelosdl Gl 3Dy oluiana]
3530 o gty llas o 318 0 oS L) oy O o 2l 55 o 46 el s s
Sk oA 0T w5 86 o bl Ul o o8 s coloodl I U3 e

(4)%wdﬁéﬂ\rg>d|fuubgugf

I QS 1 Sl e S 3ae a3 oSG o Ol ¢ ol 3 TN o5
ot e s sl pamdll 4 gy s (g )l lle g aadl Shadl e dodl o e cogis
(Al B o o) g S medls (oo STN gmo 2oll) S inadl 1 o) Olns 2]
(i ) o il 32 2] ((e3LaV nedD) gl LadYI ey o polozr VD ol
O o o N o oS0 (1 &3 oo I OSSN B g0 s 5l o B 2dll) b snall imodl s
TR P CYSCIOCN [SCP a1 P PRV NS IO P W] g A SN P55 REPYON
lond) el ol R sldl Sl inadly ol s Soedl) o axiog Y 1 01 Y]

HEpY: c%;&Lo:a-Y\

L s e Jedodl ool S sl o dlin Aol & oy B35 OF 03] Sy
s laBlay SV5LS IS b pam s JI S Lple S delana] Ll
Foalaadl B Bl 3Ll plozal¥l BBl e wkally

b e ool (g AN ol e 0o AT DS ) Ll La 5L LeSey
GlaiVly kol SBLI 3 e ool (g 1 & 2l el ) N1 W 3 led ! Gl
Sl W s BY1 e dme Dbl b cpuine 15550 O 055 e o L1 dslaza Yl

(4) F. Rosenthal and B. Lewis, «Hurriyya,» in Encylopedia of Islam, vol. 3, New Ed. (Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1971), 589.
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(19) Herbert Spencer, «Social Statics,» in Great Political Thinkers: Plato to the Present, Edited by William Ebenstein,
4th ed. (New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1969), 650.
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(26) Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan, with an Introduction by Herbert W. Schneider (Indianapolis; New York: Bobbs-Merrill
Company, 1958), 173.
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(28) Plato, The Republic of Plato (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1941), 276.

(29) Aristotle, Politics, in: The Basic Works of Aristotle, by Aristotle, Edited and with an Introduction by Richard
McKeon (New York: Random House, 1941), 1265.
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