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What Does it Mean to Reflect on Freedom
in the Arab Context?
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Abstract: This paper begins by thinking about the meaning of thought itself
— together with its tools and enablers. It concludes, that to handle the question
of freedom it is necessary to rely on a normative rationality that goes beyond
the functionalist reductionism of political reason. It shows how the framework
of political reason transforms the question of freedom into a rationalization
technique for existing authority. In a second part, the paper focuses on defining
the features of this normative rationality, and then goes on to observe the
components of a foundational system that might form an objective guarantee
for the widest possible scope of freedoms. Looking for a way forward, the paper
suggests that the most important component of a discussion of freedom outside
this frame is through the ideological and moral impartiality inherent in the rule
of law and democracy.

Keywords: Thought, Freedom, Authority, Political Reason, Law, Democracy,
Rationality
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(1) Axel Honneth, Le Droit de la liberté: Esquisse d’une éthicité démocratique, traduit de 1’allemand par Frédéric Joly
et Pierre Rusch, NRF essais (Paris: Gallimard, 2015), 33.
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(29) Axel Honneth, La Société du mépris: Vers une nouvelle théorie critique, édition établie par Olivier Voirol; textes
traduits par Olivier Voirol, Pierre Rusch et Alexandre Dupeyrix, armillaire (Paris: La Découverte, 2006), 85-100.
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(34) Jean-Jacques Rousseau, «Lettres écrites de la montagne,» dans Oeuvres Completes de J. J. Rousseau, par Jean-
Jacques Rousseau, 22 vols. (Paris: P. Dupont, 1823), 390-391.

(35) Charles Taylor, «La Politique de reconnaissance,» dans Multiculturalisme: Différence et démocratie, par Charles
Taylor, avec des commentaires de Amy Gutmann [et al.]; traduit de I’américain par Denis-Armand Canal, champs.
Essais; 372 (Paris: Flammarion, 2009), 62.

(36) Tbid., 57.
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