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Politics of Recognition and Liberty:
Debate and Theoretical Framework in the Current Arab Context
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Abstract: This paper presents a critical discussion of the perspective of the policy
of ‘recognition.” This concept has given rise to many fields of knowledge, most
importantly that concerned with multiculturalism. The study suggests that a need
exists to differentiate between policies of recognition and what might be termed
‘policies of difference.” The study attempts, within defined criteria, to distinguish
between the concept of recognition that guarantees the completion of the process of
nation building via multiculturalism (in the context of the nation and citizen state),
and policies of difference that lead to the fragmentation of the nation and even the
disintegration of the state. The paper puts forward a theoretical framework stemming
from the Arab context and internally divided societies more broadly. The study is
based on on a critical review and reading of the theoretical records in the field.

Keywords: Politics of Recognition, Multiculturalism, Liberty, Citizenship,
Nation State
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(2) Will Kymlicka, «Multicultural States and Intercultural Citizens,» Theory and Research in Education 1, no. 2 (July 2003), 147-169.
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(5) Wendy Martineau, Nasar Meer and Simon Thompson, «Theory and Practice in the Politics of Recognition and
Misrecognition,» Res Publica 18, no. 1 (2012), 1-9.

(6) Axel Honneth, «Recognition or Redistribution? Changing Perspectives on the Moral Order of Society,» Theory,

Culture and Society 18, nos. 2-3 (2001), 45.
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(8) Charles Taylor, «The Politics of Recognition,» in Multiculturalism: Examining the Politics of Recognition, by

Charles Taylor [et al.]: Edited and Introduced by Amy Gutmann (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1994).
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