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Abstract: Canguilhem defines «scientific ideology» as the discourse that
precedes a science in the process of foundation that itself relies on an existing
science whose methodology and suppositions it emulates. In its aspiration to
become a science, the discourse acquires the character of a «scientific ideology.»
It is in the nature of this ideology to form an epistemological obstacle, but
simultaneously through the problems and criticism it raises, the discourse
forms the impetus to found the new science, which dislodges this ideology
and does not entirely appear in the place the ideology indicated, but rather
appears displaced.

Keywords: Scientific Ideology, Epistemology, History of Sciences, False Science,
Evolutionism
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Georges Canguilhem, Idéologie et rationalité dans I histoire des sciences de la vie: Nouvelles études d’histoire et de

philosophie des sciences. 2éme éd. revue et corrigée. Paris: J. Vrin, 1981. (Problémes et controverses)
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(2) Actes: Xlle congres international d’histoire des sciences, 1. A, colloques, textes des rapports (Paris: A. Blanchard,
1968), 34.
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