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Arab Center for Research & Policy Studies

The Arab Center for Research and Policy
Studies is an independent social sciences and
humanities institute that conducts applied
and theoretical research seeking to foster
communication between Arab intellectuals
and specialists and global and regional
intellectual hubs. The ACRPS achieves
this objective through consistent research,
developing criticism and tools to advance
knowledge, while establishing fruitful links
with both Arab and international research
centers.

The Center encourages a resurgence of
intellectualism in Arab societies, committed
to strengthening the Arab nation. It works
towards the advancement of the latter based
onthe understanding that development cannot
contradict a people’s culture and identity, and
that the development of any society remains
impossible if pursued without an awareness
of its historical and cultural context, reflecting

its Ianguage(s) and its interactions with other
cultures.

The Center works therefore to promote
systematic and rational, scientific research-
based approaches to understanding issues
of society and state, through the analysis
of social, economic, and cultural policies.
In line with this vision, the Center conducts
various academic activities to achieve
fundamental goals. In addition to producing
research papers, studies and reports, the
center conducts specialized programs and
convenes conferences, workshops, training
sessions, and seminars oriented to specialists
as well as to Arab public opinion. It publishes
peer-reviewed books and journals and many
publications are available in both Arabic and
English to reach a wider audience.

The Arab Center, established in Doha in
autumn 2010 with a publishing office in Beirut,
has since opened three additional branches
in Tunis, Washington and Paris, and founded
both the Doha Historical Dictionary of Arabic
and the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies.
The ACRPS employs resident researchers
and administrative staff in addition to hosting
visiting researchers, and offering sabbaticals
to pursue full time academic research.
Additionally, it appoints external researchers
to conduct research projects.

Through these endeavours the Center
contributes to directing the regional research
agenda towards the main concerns and
challenges facing the Arab nation and citizen
today.
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Abstract: This article demonstrates aspects of the consolidation of neo—pragmatism’s
relationship with contemporary political thought, through an examination of
Philosopher Richard Rorty’s work. Rorty’s philosophical approaches are governed
by their symbiosis with democratic liberalism, by prioritizing democracy over
philosophy; hope over knowledge; and solidarity over objectivity. This is based
on a view of US political practice as an experience in time and history, without
an attempt to ground it theoretically. The article attempts to answer two questions:
Did Rorty’s critical views affect other political theories? Does the intellect in

Rorty’s works have any pragmatic impact on reality, as his mentor, John Dewey,
had? The article highlights the difficulty of finding connections between Rorty’s
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and Dewey’s ideas. Therefore, Rorty’s views are better separated from those of
his pragmatic predecessors, including Dewey and his contemporaries. The distance
between Rorty’s views and the US political reality along with Rorty’s complex
stance, torn between the advocacy of the values of liberalism: freedom, moral
identity, and self—creation and, on the other hand, the progressive belief in social
justice, solidarity and progress. Therefore, the philosophical project undertaken by
Rorty is a quest for a utopia that he calls 'postmodern bourgeois liberalism', whose
hero is an ironic intellectual and whose ultimate goal is the reduction of pain and
cruelty in an aesthetic and poetic post—philosophical culture.

Keywords: Neo—pragmatism, Liberalism, Democracy, Irony, Postmodernism,
Post—Philosophy, Dewey, Rorty, Habermas.
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What is Political Philosophy? A Study of the

Concept and its Limits in Charles Larmore’s
Thought
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Abstract: The return of "political philosophy" to contemporary philosophy has
spurred a wide discussion about its definition, limitations, and values. Several
philosophers have presented different approaches to the matter, such as the
American philosopher Charles Larmore, whose writings on the subject are to be
discussed in this paper. His book, What Is Political Philosophy? (2020), discusses
the difference between political philosophy and the philosophy of morals. In
addition, the book founded a realistic conception of political liberalism as a
neutral legal system, which is based on the principle of minimal morality. These
principles were set in order to overcome the conflict between the individual
liberalism and communitarianism.

Keywords: Political Philosophy, Philosophy of Morals, Liberalism, Legitimacy,
Neutrality, Larmore.
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Abstract: This paper presents Amartya Sen’s challenge to popular liberal
egalitarian theories (utilitarianism, well-being, and John Rawls’ "primary
goods"). It explores the alternative posed by Sen and Martha Nussbaum to those
Theories: the capability approach. The challenge is twofold: the first revealing
that the indicators used by said theories (a) do not yield the measured outputs
required for assessments and comparisons, and (b) imply inconsistencies within
their respective systems. The second, theoretic, challenge, argues that these
theories fail to address what is needed, namely, how outputs actually affect
agents. The paper thus presents the 'Capability Approach,' commenting on the
differences between Sen and Nussbaum regarding what the latter calls 'Basic

Entitlements', and on what freedom means. This account is preceded by Sen’s
argument against absolutist models of Justice.
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hand, Primary Rights Theories, while attractive, are not sufficient to justify
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Abstract: This paper explores the relevance of political theory despite the
indications that testify to its decline. The paper assumes that the inability to
give final answers to the questions posed by political theory is one of the most
distinctive features of philosophical inquiry. Such questions are associated with
value judgments, and such terms as power, sovereignty, freedom, right and justice
entail significant normative dimensions in our contemporary life. As for the attempt
to transform political theory into an applied science, it entails a celebration of one
dominant paradigm based on solid facts and on reductionist metaphors that might
distort reality. The paper concludes that imaginative insight is indispensible for an
understanding of the various conceptions of human nature as well as the paradigms
incorporated in dominant political outlooks.
Keywords: Political Philosophy, Normative Concepts, Paradigms, Conceptual
Structures, Metaphors, Human Nature.
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(Annex Il')
Ethical Guidelines for Publication in Tabayyun

The editorial board of Tabayyun upholds the confidentiality and the objectivity the
peer review process. The peer review process is anonymized, with editors selecting
referees for specific manuscripts based on a set of pre—determined, professional
criteria. In where two reviewers cannot agree on the value of a specific manuscript,
a third peer reviewer will be selected.

Tabayyun relies on a network of experienced, pre—selected peer reviewers who are
current in their respective fields.

Tabayyun adopts a well-defined internal organization with clear duties and
obligations to be fulfilled by the editorial board.

Disclosure: With the exception of the editor in charge of the editing process
(normally the Editor—in—Chief or designated deputies), neither the editors, nor the
peer reviewers, are allowed to discuss the manuscript with third parties, including
the author. Information or ideas obtained in the course of the reviewing and editing
processes and must be treated in confidence and must never be used for personal
financial or other gain.

When deemed necessary based on the reviewers’ reports, the journal may offer
researchers methodological, technical and other assistance in order to improve the
quality of their submissions.

The editors of Tabayyun are committed to notifying the authors of all submitted
pieces of the acceptance or otherwise of their manuscripts for publication. In cases
where the editors of Tabayyun reject a manuscript, the author will be informed of
the reasons for doing so.

Tabayyun is committed to providing quality professional copy editing, proof
reading and online publishing services.

Impartiality: The editors and the reviewers evaluate manuscripts for their intellectual
and academic merit, without regard to race, ethnicity, gender, religious beliefs or
political views of the authors.

Conflicts of interest: Editors and peer reviewers should not consider manuscripts
in which there is a conflict of interests resulting from competitive, collaborative
or other relationships or connections with any of the authors, companies, or
institutions connected to the papers.

Confidentiality: Unpublished data obtained through peer review must be kept
confidential and cannot be used for personal research.

Intellectual property and copyright: The ACRPS retains copyright to all articles
published in its peer reviewed journals. The articles may not be published
elsewhere fully or partially, in Arabic or in another language without an explicit
written authorization from the ACRPS.

The editorial board of Tabayyun fully respects intellectual property when translating
and publishing an article published in a foreign journal, and will seek the right to
translate and publish any work from the copyright holder before proceeding to do so.

Tabayyun does not make payments for manuscripts published in the journal, and all
authors and researchers are exempt from publication fees.
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(Annex |)
Footnotes and Bibliography

I- Books
Author’s name, Title of Book, Edition (Place of publication: Publisher, Year of
publication), page number.

* Michael Pollan, The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals (New
York: Penguin, 2006), pp. 99—100.

» Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Love in the Time of Cholera, Edith Grossman (trans.)
(London: Cape, 1988), pp. 242-255.

In quotes not immediately following the reference: Pollan, p. 31.

Where there are several references by the same author, add ashorttitle: Pollan, Ommnivore’s

Dilemma, p. 31.

In quotes immediately following the reference: Ibid., p. 32.

The corresponding bibliographical entry:

* Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals.
New York: Penguin, 2006.

For books by three or more authors, in the note, list only the first author, followed by et al.:

* Michael Gibbons et al., The New Production of Knowledge: The Dynamics of Science
and Research in Contemporary Societies (London: Sage, 1994), pp. 220-221.

In later quotes: Gibbons et al., p. 35.

The corresponding bibliographical entry:

* Gibbons, Michael et al. The New Production of Knowledge: The Dynamics of Science
and Research in Contemporary Societies. London: Sage, 1994.

lI- Periodicals

Author’s name, "article title," journal title, volume number, issue number (Month/

season Year), page numbers.

* Joshua I. Weinstein, "The Market in Plato’s Republic," Classical Philology, no. 104
(2009), p. 440.

The corresponding bibliographical entry:

* Weinstein, Joshua I. "The Market in Plato’s Republic." Classical Philology. no. 104
(2009), pp. 439-458.

lll- Articles in a Newspaper or Popular Magazine

N.B. Cited only in footnotes, not in the references/bibliography. Example:

» Ellen Barry, "Insisting on Assad’s Exit Will Cost More Lives, Russian Says," The
New York Times, 29/12/2012.

IV- Electronic Resources

When quoting electronic resources on websites, please include all the following: Author’s

name (if available), "The article or report title," series name (if available), website’s

name, date of publication (if available), accessed on 9/8/2016, at: http://www...

The full link to the exact page should be included. Please use an URL Shortener (Bitly)

or (Google Shortner). Example:

» John Vidal, "Middle East faces water shortages for the next 25 years, study says,"
The Guardian, 27/8/2015, accessed on 31/10/2015, at: http://bit.ly/2k97Wxw

* Policy Analysis Unit-ACRPS, "President Trump: An Attempt to Understand the
Background," Assessment Report, The Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies,
accessed on 10/11/2016, at: http://bit.ly/2j36v5S
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The research paper must include the following elements: specification of
the research problematic; significance of the topic being studied; statement
of thesis; a review of literature emphasizing gaps or limitations in previous
analysis; a description of the research methodology; hypothesis and conceptual
framework; bibliography.

All research papers submitted for consideration must adopt the referencing guidelines
adopted by the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies (See Appendix I for a

complete guide to the reference style used across all of our journals).

Extracts or chapters from doctoral theses and other student projects are only
published in exceptional circumstances. Authors must make clear in all cases
when their submissions are extracts of student theses/reports, and provide
exhaustive information on the program of study for which the manuscript was
first submitted.

All submitted works must fall within the broad scope of Tabayyun.

Book reviews of between 2,800 and 3,000 words in length will be considered
for submission to the journal, provided that the book covers a topic which
falls within the scope of the journal and within the reviewer’s academic
specialization and/or main areas of research. Reviews are accepted for books
written in any language, provided they have been published in the previous
three years. Book reviews are subject to the same quality standards which
apply to research papers.

Tabayyun carries a special section devoted to discussions of a specific theme
which is a matter of current debate within the cultural studies and critical
theory. These essays must be between 2,800 and 3,000 words in length. They
are subject to the same refereeing standards as research papers.

All submissions are to be between 6,000 and 8,000 words in length, inclusive
of a bibliography, footnotes, appendices and the caption texts on images. The
editors retain the right to publish longer pieces at their discretion. Research
papers should be submitted typed on "Word". The Arabic text should be in the
same font and not several fonts, and the English text should only be in "Times
New Roman" font. Accordingly, the Arabic text should be in one single font
totally different from the unified English font.

All diagrams, charts, figures and tables must be provided in a format
compatible with either Microsoft Office’s spreadsheet software (Excel) or

Microsoft Office’s word processing suite (Word), alongside high—resolution
images. Charts will not be accepted without the accompanying data from
which they were produced.

The peer review process for 7abayyun and for all journals published by the ACRPS
is conducted in the strictest confidence. Two preliminary readers are selected
from a short list of approved reader-reviewers. In cases where there is a major
discrepancy between the first two readers in their assessment of the paper, the
paper will be referred to a third reviewer. The editors will notify all authors of
a decision either to publish, publish after modifications, or to decline to publish,
within two months of the receipt of the first draft.

The editorial board of Tabayyun adheres to a strict code of ethical conduct, which has
the clearest respect for the privacy and the confidentiality of authors (cf. Annex II).

1.

ii.

The sequencing of publication for articles accepted for publication follows
strictly technical criteria.

Tabayyun does not make payments for articles published in the journal, nor
does it accept payment in exchange for publication.
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Tabayyun is a quarterly, peer—reviewed journal, published by the Arab Center for Research
and Policy Studies (ISSN: 2305-246). First published in in Autumn 2012, Tabayyun is
governed by an editorial board of academic experts as well as an active international
advisory board. Tabayyun applies strict criteria for publishing and follows a well-defined
code of ethics with contributors and referees in order to ensure fairness and objectivity.

Scope and goals

Tabayyun is a quarterly peer reviewed journal published by the Arab Center for
Research and Policy Studies, dedicated to philosophical studies and critical theories.
The word "Tabayyun" is rooted in the Arabic word "bayan", meaning "elucidation", and
"bayyinah" meaning "evidence", which epitomize its methods and goals. In addition
to emphasis on clarity of expression and critique, 7abayyun encourages analysis of
concepts and assumptions, argument, and theoretical construction and deconstruction
in order to reach clear and well-supported conclusions about the relevant issues.
Tabayyun does not place emphasis on area of specialization as much as clarity of thesis
and expression, critical orientation, and theorization of the topic under discussion. The
journal seeks to sustain a long Arabic tradition of critical thinking which goes back to
the Arab Renaissance (Nahda) at the turn of the 20" Century, and to build intellectual
linkages between contemporary Arab scholars and their predecessors, as well as with
international scholars and intellectual traditions.

Submission Guidelines
Submission to and publication in Tabayyun is governed by the following guidelines:

1. Only original work which is submitted exclusively for publication within the journal
is accepted. No work which has been previously published fully or in part will be
considered for publication in 7abayyun. Similarly, no work which substantially
resembles any other work published in either print or electronic form, or submitted
to a conference other than the conferences held by the ACRPS will be considered
for publication.

2. Submissions must be accompanied by a curriculum vitae (CV) of the author, in
both Arabic and English.

3. All submissions must include the following elements:
i.  Atitle in both Arabic and English together with the author’s institutional affiliation.

ii.  An abstract, ranging between 100 and 150 words in length, in both Arabic
and English as well as a list of keywords. The abstract must explicitly and
clearly spell out the research problematic, the methodologies used, and the
main conclusions arrived at.
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