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Arab Center for Research & Policy Studies

The Arab Center for Research and Policy
Studies is an independent social sciences and
humanities institute that conducts applied
and theoretical research seeking to foster
communication between Arab intellectuals
and specialists and global and regional
intellectual hubs. The ACRPS achieves
this objective through consistent research,
developing criticism and tools to advance
knowledge, while establishing fruitful links
with both Arab and international research
centers.

The Center encourages a resurgence of
intellectualism in Arab societies, committed
to strengthening the Arab nation. It works
towards the advancement of the latter based
onthe understanding that development cannot
contradict a people’s culture and identity, and
that the development of any society remains
impossible if pursued without an awareness
of its historical and cultural context, reflecting
its language(s) and its interactions with other
cultures.

The Center works therefore to promote
systematic and rational, scientific research-
based approaches to understanding issues
of society and state, through the analysis
of social, economic, and cultural policies.
In line with this vision, the Center conducts
various academic activities to achieve
fundamental goals. In addition to producing
research papers, studies and reports, the
center conducts specialized programs and
convenes conferences, workshops, training
sessions, and seminars oriented to specialists
as well as to Arab public opinion. It publishes
peer-reviewed books and journals and many
publications are available in both Arabic and
English to reach a wider audience.

The Arab Center, established in Doha in
autumn 2010 with a publishing office in Beirut,
has since opened three additional branches
in Tunis, Washington and Paris, and founded
both the Doha Historical Dictionary of Arabic
and the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies.
The ACRPS employs resident researchers
and administrative staff in addition to hosting
visiting researchers, and offering sabbaticals
to pursue full time academic research.
Additionally, it appoints external researchers
to conduct research projects.

Through these endeavours the Center
contributes to directing the regional research
agenda towards the main concerns and
challenges facing the Arab nation and citizen
today.
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Abstract: This paper seeks to shed light upon one facet of the contemporary interest

of Azmi Bishara’s work Religion and Secularism in a Historical Context,inasmuch
as it is a theoretical achievement that has at its disposal new methodological
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Researcher and Lecturer at the Center for Islamic Studies — Al-Zaytoonah University, Tunisia. He holds a PhD in Arabic
Language and Literature, with a specialization in Civilization (Modern and Contemporary Arab Thought).
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concepts and terminology that makes sense of the outcomes of the religious,
and the dynamics of religiosity in contexts of modern secularization, aside from
those which have become mainstays of the classical theory of secularization.
Bishara applies these terms to an approach to Islamic religiosity and its modern,
present—day dynamics, including its most controversial phenomena: Islamic
political movements (lkhwani, Salafi, and Jihadi) and sectarian groups. From
the classical perspective on secularization, these phenomena once characterized
the rigidity and resilience of Islamic religiosity, as well as the exclusion of
Muslim societies from the process of secularization, but in Bishara’s theory of
the outcomes of piety within secularization they instead represent the dynamics
of this religiosity, as part of the particularity of the outcomes of secularization as
witnessed by modern Arab states. Therein, this paper finds an opening for new
horizons in the study of contemporary modes of religiosity.

Keywords: Islamic Exceptionalism, Secularism, Salafism, Jihadism, Sectarianism.
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Abstract: The aim of this article is to disenchant the Zionist movement by

studying its ideological structure. The article is built on developing the possibility
of exploring the Zionist ideology from outside its discursive formations. This is
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done by carving observing positions with different historical genealogies other
than the Zionist ones. We start with three analytical concepts: matter, space,
and time as the most basic observing positions in any scientific research. We
then apply these concepts to deconstruct the Zionist ideological structure into its
basic coordinates, only to reassemble them to extract their organizing principle.
It turns out that the Zionist ideology is built on the "blood" relation, as its matter,
and the "imagined ghetto" as its space, and "sacred time" as its time. The main
intervention in the article is that the interactions between these three layers cohere
to build Zionism as a border state. It is not only a border in the geo—political
sense, but rather a deep structure that operates as an organizing principle in the
shape of borderwork. We offer several interpretations of the Zionist borderwork,
psych—social, collectivity dynamics, and the intellectual and cultural conditions
that enabled its construction in the first place. These interpretations lead us to
one of the major formative principles of modernity\capitalism, linearity. The
Zionist version of the borderwork is derivative of the of the "line" as a formative
principle of modernity’s mode of construction.

Keywords: Zionist Ideology, ‘Blood’ Relations, Imagined Ghetto, Sacred Time,
Boarder—Work, Linearity.
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The Arab Australian Novel:
Concerns of Identity and Belonging
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Abstract: This research paper examines the history of the Arab Australian novel
from its inception in the mid—1970s to the early years of the second decade of the
twenty—first century; focusing on the writers’ main preoccupations, particularly
identity and belonging. The study covers the novelistic narrative, produced in
Arabic and English, by three generations of Arab authors, or authors of Arab
origins, in Australia; arguing that what defines the novel as "Arab Australian"
is not only the author’s identity, but also that of the novel itself: its birthplace
and cultural affinities, and its linguistic and intellectual affiliation to the author’s
world. While keeping in mind the dynamics of time, place, language and themes,
this study aims to demonstrate that the Arab Australian novel is not simply
an immigrant or ethnic literature that can be read in light of such concepts as
"cultural translation", "Orientalism", or "postcolonialism". It is all this and more.

Keywords: The Novel, Preoccupations, Diaspora, Homeland, Identity, Belonging.
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(101) Jarrar, Somewhere, Home; Nada Awar Jarrar, Dreams of Water (London: HarperCollins, 2007); Nada Awar Jarrar,
A Good Land; Nada Awar Jarrar, An Unsafe Haven (London: The Borough Press, 2016).

(102) Hout, p. 289.

(103) Dawn Mirapuri, "Meditations on Memory and Belonging: Nada Awar Jarrar’s Somewhere, Home," in: Al Maleh,
p. 409.
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(132) Amal Awad & Mehal Krayem, "Interview," Mehal Krayem (Word Press), accessed on 21/3/2014, at:
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Abstract: Political-philosophical theory was formed on the basis of rational
principles, and was set out to make practical achievements, the most important
of which being organizing society and ensuring its safety, starting by addressing
the issue of political legitimacy. That does not mean the imaginary was ruled
out entirely as contrary to rationality; the political theory of modern political
philosophers is by no means free of imaginaries and fictional suppositions. The
rationalist political model was put forth after the formulation of political theory
and its fulfillment in reality as if it were the sole model. On one hand, this is
manifested in the dominance of ideology in its various forms; on the other, in a
disdain for utopia and its exclusion from the scope of positivist rational thought.
This paper aims to emphasize the importance of the political imaginary, by
demonstrating the role of forms of the social imagination, especially ideology
and utopia, in determining theory and directing political praxis, and to raise
awareness of the present need for this imaginary.

Keywords: Political Philosophy, Imaginary, Power, Ideology, Utopia, Religion.
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Abstract: The question of identity and diversity has been approached by
ancient and medieval philosophers via Logic (definiendum’s genus proximum
and differentia specifica), or Physics (matter as the principle of individuation
within the same species), or Theology (the unity of essence and multiplicity of
persons or hypostases in Christianity). There is no place in these contexts for any
discussion of the personal identity of each and every person alone. The identity
of the definiendum is the same as that of the species’; not the individual’s, the
individual identity is physical; not personal, and the identity of the divine essence
does not contradict the multiplicity of persons. In this respect, the philosophical
authenticity of John Locke lies in his transformation of the issue of identity
from the theological polemic to the context of practical debate. He created a
different context that embraces the individual identity, liberating it thereby from
being totally cancelled out in species, indebted to material composition, and
from dependence on the essence. With Locke, personal identity has become both
dependent on consciousness and the center of legal and moral responsibility.

Keywords: Identity, Difference, Essence, Human, Consciousness, Memory,
Person, Responsibility.
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Abstract: This article sheds light on some aspects of the actual debate concerning
modernity. A debate that attempts to depict a critical review and reading of the
theoretical framework within which the Western understanding of modernity was
established as "Unique", "Western", and "Universal".The core of this debate is
the two notions of multiple and alternative modernities which both assume that
the best way to understand the contemporary world is for modernity to be seen as
a story of continual formation, constitution, reconstitution , and development of
multiple, changing and often contested and conflicting modernities. Furthermore,
the article aims at laying the groundwork for thinking about the Arab modernity
or even modernities and their possibility in a contemporary globalized world.

Keywords: Modernity, the West, Alternative Modernities, Multiple Modernities,
Globalization.
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Abstract: This paper presents the main trends in Al-Shafi’i’s approach, which
were divided between studies, praises, and trials. It proposes an alternative
approach based on reading, comparing and analysing his texts, and understanding
them in the light of the historical context. It focuses on two issues: First: the
impact of his work and his theorizing the rules of reading texts in multiplicity
and difference (the textual context and historical context as a model). Second: his
position on non—Muslims, Jihad, and his worldview through his texts. The paper
concludes that the results of analysis Al-Shafii’s texts are against the common
rulings attributed to him.
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Freedom is Always and Exclusively Freedom for the One
who Thinks Differently,

by Rosa Luxembourg
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(Annex Il')
Ethical Guidelines for Publication in Tabayyun

The editorial board of Tabayyun upholds the confidentiality and the objectivity the
peer review process. The peer review process is anonymized, with editors selecting
referees for specific manuscripts based on a set of pre—determined, professional
criteria. In where two reviewers cannot agree on the value of a specific manuscript,
a third peer reviewer will be selected.

Tabayyun relies on a network of experienced, pre—selected peer reviewers who are
current in their respective fields.

Tabayyun adopts a well-defined internal organization with clear duties and
obligations to be fulfilled by the editorial board.

Disclosure: With the exception of the editor in charge of the editing process
(normally the Editor—in—Chief or designated deputies), neither the editors, nor the
peer reviewers, are allowed to discuss the manuscript with third parties, including
the author. Information or ideas obtained in the course of the reviewing and editing
processes and must be treated in confidence and must never be used for personal
financial or other gain.

When deemed necessary based on the reviewers’ reports, the journal may offer
researchers methodological, technical and other assistance in order to improve the
quality of their submissions.

The editors of Tabayyun are committed to notifying the authors of all submitted
pieces of the acceptance or otherwise of their manuscripts for publication. In cases
where the editors of Tabayyun reject a manuscript, the author will be informed of
the reasons for doing so.

Tabayyun is committed to providing quality professional copy editing, proof
reading and online publishing services.

Impartiality: The editors and the reviewers evaluate manuscripts for their intellectual
and academic merit, without regard to race, ethnicity, gender, religious beliefs or
political views of the authors.

Conflicts of interest: Editors and peer reviewers should not consider manuscripts
in which there is a conflict of interests resulting from competitive, collaborative
or other relationships or connections with any of the authors, companies, or
institutions connected to the papers.

Confidentiality: Unpublished data obtained through peer review must be kept
confidential and cannot be used for personal research.

Intellectual property and copyright: The ACRPS retains copyright to all articles
published in its peer reviewed journals. The articles may not be published
elsewhere fully or partially, in Arabic or in another language without an explicit
written authorization from the ACRPS.

The editorial board of Tabayyun fully respects intellectual property when translating
and publishing an article published in a foreign journal, and will seek the right to
translate and publish any work from the copyright holder before proceeding to do so.

Tabayyun does not make payments for manuscripts published in the journal, and all
authors and researchers are exempt from publication fees.
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(Annex |)
Footnotes and Bibliography

I- Books
Author’s name, Title of Book, Edition (Place of publication: Publisher, Year of
publication), page number.

* Michael Pollan, The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals (New
York: Penguin, 2006), pp. 99—100.

» Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Love in the Time of Cholera, Edith Grossman (trans.)
(London: Cape, 1988), pp. 242-255.

In quotes not immediately following the reference: Pollan, p. 31.

Where there are several references by the same author, add ashorttitle: Pollan, Ommnivore’s

Dilemma, p. 31.

In quotes immediately following the reference: Ibid., p. 32.

The corresponding bibliographical entry:

* Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals.
New York: Penguin, 2006.

For books by three or more authors, in the note, list only the first author, followed by et al.:

* Michael Gibbons et al., The New Production of Knowledge: The Dynamics of Science
and Research in Contemporary Societies (London: Sage, 1994), pp. 220-221.

In later quotes: Gibbons et al., p. 35.

The corresponding bibliographical entry:

* Gibbons, Michael et al. The New Production of Knowledge: The Dynamics of Science
and Research in Contemporary Societies. London: Sage, 1994.

ll- Periodicals

Author’s name, "article title," journal title, volume number, issue number (Month/

season Year), page numbers.

* Joshua I. Weinstein, "The Market in Plato’s Republic," Classical Philology, no. 104
(2009), p. 440.

The corresponding bibliographical entry:

* Weinstein, Joshua I. "The Market in Plato’s Republic." Classical Philology. no. 104
(2009), pp. 439-458.

lll- Articles in a Newspaper or Popular Magazine

N.B. Cited only in footnotes, not in the references/bibliography. Example:

» Ellen Barry, "Insisting on Assad’s Exit Will Cost More Lives, Russian Says," The
New York Times, 29/12/2012.

IV- Electronic Resources

When quoting electronic resources on websites, please include all the following: Author’s

name (if available), "The article or report title," series name (if available), website’s

name, date of publication (if available), accessed on 9/8/2016, at: http://www...

The full link to the exact page should be included. Please use an URL Shortener (Bitly)

or (Google Shortner). Example:

» John Vidal, "Middle East faces water shortages for the next 25 years, study says,"
The Guardian, 27/8/2015, accessed on 31/10/2015, at: http://bit.ly/2k97Wxw

* Policy Analysis Unit-ACRPS, "President Trump: An Attempt to Understand the
Background," Assessment Report, The Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies,
accessed on 10/11/2016, at: http://bit.ly/2j36v5S
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iil.

1v.

vi.
Vil.

viil.

iX.

The research paper must include the following elements: specification of
the research problematic; significance of the topic being studied; statement
of thesis; a review of literature emphasizing gaps or limitations in previous
analysis; a description of the research methodology; hypothesis and conceptual
framework; bibliography.

All research papers submitted for consideration must adopt the referencing guidelines
adopted by the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies (See Appendix I for a

complete guide to the reference style used across all of our journals).

Extracts or chapters from doctoral theses and other student projects are only
published in exceptional circumstances. Authors must make clear in all cases
when their submissions are extracts of student theses/reports, and provide
exhaustive information on the program of study for which the manuscript was
first submitted.

All submitted works must fall within the broad scope of Tabayyun.

Book reviews of between 2,800 and 3,000 words in length will be considered
for submission to the journal, provided that the book covers a topic which
falls within the scope of the journal and within the reviewer’s academic
specialization and/or main areas of research. Reviews are accepted for books
written in any language, provided they have been published in the previous
three years. Book reviews are subject to the same quality standards which
apply to research papers.

Tabayyun carries a special section devoted to discussions of a specific theme
which is a matter of current debate within the cultural studies and critical
theory. These essays must be between 2,800 and 3,000 words in length. They
are subject to the same refereeing standards as research papers.

All submissions are to be between 6,000 and 8,000 words in length, inclusive
of a bibliography, footnotes, appendices and the caption texts on images. The
editors retain the right to publish longer pieces at their discretion. Research
papers should be submitted typed on "Word". The Arabic text should be in the
same font and not several fonts, and the English text should only be in "Times
New Roman" font. Accordingly, the Arabic text should be in one single font
totally different from the unified English font.

All diagrams, charts, figures and tables must be provided in a format
compatible with either Microsoft Office’s spreadsheet software (Excel) or

Microsoft Office’s word processing suite (Word), alongside high—resolution
images. Charts will not be accepted without the accompanying data from
which they were produced.

The peer review process for 7abayyun and for all journals published by the ACRPS
is conducted in the strictest confidence. Two preliminary readers are selected
from a short list of approved reader-reviewers. In cases where there is a major
discrepancy between the first two readers in their assessment of the paper, the
paper will be referred to a third reviewer. The editors will notify all authors of
a decision either to publish, publish after modifications, or to decline to publish,
within two months of the receipt of the first draft.

The editorial board of Tabayyun adheres to a strict code of ethical conduct, which has
the clearest respect for the privacy and the confidentiality of authors (cf. Annex II).

1.

ii.

The sequencing of publication for articles accepted for publication follows
strictly technical criteria.

Tabayyun does not make payments for articles published in the journal, nor
does it accept payment in exchange for publication.
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Tabayyun is a quarterly, peer—reviewed journal, published by the Arab Center for Research
and Policy Studies (ISSN: 2305-246). First published in in Autumn 2012, Tabayyun is
governed by an editorial board of academic experts as well as an active international
advisory board. Tabayyun applies strict criteria for publishing and follows a well-defined
code of ethics with contributors and referees in order to ensure fairness and objectivity.

Scope and goals

Tabayyun is a quarterly peer reviewed journal published by the Arab Center for
Research and Policy Studies, dedicated to philosophical studies and critical theories.
The word "Tabayyun" is rooted in the Arabic word "bayan", meaning "elucidation", and
"bayyinah" meaning "evidence", which epitomize its methods and goals. In addition
to emphasis on clarity of expression and critique, 7abayyun encourages analysis of
concepts and assumptions, argument, and theoretical construction and deconstruction
in order to reach clear and well-supported conclusions about the relevant issues.
Tabayyun does not place emphasis on area of specialization as much as clarity of thesis
and expression, critical orientation, and theorization of the topic under discussion. The
journal seeks to sustain a long Arabic tradition of critical thinking which goes back to
the Arab Renaissance (Nahda) at the turn of the 20" Century, and to build intellectual
linkages between contemporary Arab scholars and their predecessors, as well as with
international scholars and intellectual traditions.

Submission Guidelines
Submission to and publication in Tabayyun is governed by the following guidelines:

1. Only original work which is submitted exclusively for publication within the journal
is accepted. No work which has been previously published fully or in part will be
considered for publication in 7abayyun. Similarly, no work which substantially
resembles any other work published in either print or electronic form, or submitted
to a conference other than the conferences held by the ACRPS will be considered
for publication.

2. Submissions must be accompanied by a curriculum vitae (CV) of the author, in
both Arabic and English.

3. All submissions must include the following elements:
i.  Atitle in both Arabic and English together with the author’s institutional affiliation.

ii.  An abstract, ranging between 100 and 150 words in length, in both Arabic
and English as well as a list of keywords. The abstract must explicitly and
clearly spell out the research problematic, the methodologies used, and the
main conclusions arrived at.
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