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Arab Center for Research & Policy Studies

The Arab Center for Research and Policy
Studies (ACRPS) is an independent
research institute for the study of the
social sciences and humanities, with
particular emphasis on the applied social
sciences.

The ACRPS strives to foster communication
between Arab intellectuals and specialists
in the social sciences and humanities,
establish synergies between these two
groups, unify their priorities, and build a
network of Arab and international research
centers.

In its commitment to the Arab world<s
causes, the ACRPS is based on the
premise that progress necessitates the
advancement of society and human
development and the interaction with
other cultures, while respecting historical
contexts, culture, and language, and in
keeping with Arab culture and identity.

To this end, the Center seeks to examine
the key issues afflicting the Arab world,
governments, and communities; to analyze
social, economic, and cultural policies;
and to provide rational political analysis on
the region. Key to the Center<s concerns
are issues of citizenship and identity,
fragmentation and unity, sovereignty and
dependence, scientific and technological
stagnation, community development, and
cooperation among Arab countries. The
ACRPS also explores the Arab world<s
political and economic relations with its
neighbors in Asia and Africa, and the Arab
world<s interaction with influential US,
European, and Asian policies in all their
economic, political, and communication
aspects.

The Center<s focus on the applied social
sciences does not detract from the
critical analysis of social theories, political
thought, and history; rather, this focus
allows an exploration and questioning of
how such theories and ideas have directly
projected themselves on academic and
political discourse and guided the current
discourse and focus on the Arab world.

The ACRPS regularly engages in timely
research, studies, and reports, and
manages several specialized programs,
conferences, workshops, training sessions,
and seminars that target specialists and
the general public. The Center publishes
in both Arabic and English, ensuring its
work is accessible to both Arab and non-
Arab readers.
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Cultural Blocks
An Attempt to Build the Concept
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Abstract: This research paper falls within what the author calls «applied
modernismsy. It proposes a new procedural concept, which the researcher named
«cultural blocks» and which is used to interpret and understand the obstacles that
have blocked the way towards rationalization and renaissance in the Arab world.

The study relies on an interdisciplinary synthetic method and takes advantage of
the latest developments in neuroscience applied to knowledge and being.

Keywords: Applied Modernisms, Cultural Blocks, Cognitive-Ontological
Interaction.
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(7) J. Delacour, Conscience et cerveau, La nouvelle frontiére des neurosciences (Espagne: De Boeck, 2001), p. 78.
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(25) C. E. Izard, «Basic Emotions, Relations among Emotions, and Emotion-Cognition Relations,» Psychological
Review, vol. 99, no. 3 (1992), pp. 561-565; C. E. Izard, The face of emotion (New York: Appleton-Century Crofts, 1971);
C. E. Izard, Human emotions (New York: Plenum Press, 1977); R. Plutchik, «Cognitions in the service of emotions: An
evolutionary perspective,» in: Candland R., et al. (eds.), Emotions (Monterey: Brooks/Cole, 1977); R. Plutchik, Emotion,
a psychoevolutionary synthesis (New York: Harper & Row, 1980); R. Plutchik, «Emotions: A general psychoevolutionary
theory,» in: K. R. Scherer & P. Ekman (eds.), Approaches to emotion (Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum, 1984), pp.
197-219; A. Damazio, «Les émotions, source de la conscience,» Propos recueillis par Chapelle G., Sciences humaines,
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< -
Volume 5/20 aa=ll *

Spring 2017 &) Tabayyun w

o Gld Joldl adany 1 madl Lo LOLWT 256 (9, 8 ) 4l oa codin Loy J1 @80
sl Sl 4515 e ad] 1 st

e n ol b YOI I 3005 B mdl ST 5T (P36 mal 53y Olutor 51 O Liods o1 s
S ol sl Ol Ao &30 Ad ) ga ol I Ly 530 L O V) g Jalzs 36
AV da b 33y G ga Bldl Sllaasd O5lelill adas,

hradl sl ely b AF sl ool ol sl o) S i e 1581 a5 Y1 s S
Sl - Gl I Jelill ogb 3 Lol 31 aal VLB b pmadl Josl1 & s S Gl
Lol 3 VL el sl & 3 505 Lty B o ) W 31855 0 25 oy
Jaadls qu\g’_‘\agé.ﬂ\appraisalr}@_& Jomzasl oo I3 Lagd ¢ s 3Y 5Ly Ul 1asle )
W AN iRl s 3 G513 5 0 peiall liay . odoells L) Joldl adany (U1 3 moll
lia Lo Wy O ans Sasdd (a8 ol ¢, T ) 4o e DY 55 VLY g
S olls Jm b Randidll Gl o il JSedl O ol ] Vs Linday Low s - didltbes
O&c@w\)jﬂ\yjf&%éMOidjéyj oty 3kl sl B e pa Lo
Gals sy Ciblgally eliadl B ety Lty LY Gylaadl 30 deaal Ju O
G B il gl J)w\waﬂ\c@w\ Mg - oY1 Jbsl 5,V ol
Ol S5l congls sl 3Uy 5105 3 B omalls Sl sl il g3lodl BLdt O]
SIS . o meld St e oo o o b omad) Gadld Jand 5T o o3 Jilse i)
23D Il ISy Zagdll 3, adl i i A5 oy LSTSS L Sl L aide 3 5 el

.L“SﬁL?LHJiA
JS s 55y s K0 B s e Rl & eadly Lalaadl Cibl podl CaisS s 1S
Ll ol ol paadl _Jut;,m oda o Jolas OF e s .y 2l ol S Y sl
PV U Wl s 3 J5105 y Ja T3 me 538 o L (61 €5 50 i 0 Lo 5
L Bl L1 035 sl ol ymal yand B e O g AUy 5,35 il
] &g 55 Ol Leglt5 b Laallod O ke Ly sl 1 s el ) LN (5 s

N\ 3

(26) K.R. Scherer & A. Schorr & T. Johnstone (eds.), Appraisal processes in emotion: Theory, Methods, Research (New
York & Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001), pp. 92—120.

(27) James, W. «La théorie de 1I’émotion,» L année psychologique, vol. 9, no.1 (1902), pp. 388-401; W. B. Cannon,
«The James-Lange theory of emotions: a critical examination and an alternative theory,» The American Journal of
Psychology, vol. 39 (1927), pp. 106-124; R. B. Zajonc, «Thinking and feeling: Preferences need no inferences,»
American Psychologist, (1980), pp. 35, 151-175; J. P. Forgas, Feeling and thinking: The role of affect in social cognition
(UK: Cambridge University Press, 2001).

(28) M.B. Arnold, Emotion and Personality, vol. 1 & 2 (New York: Columbia University Press, 1960); R. Lazarus,
Psychological Stress and Coping Process (New York: Mc-Graw Hill, 1966).
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(29) A.Damasio, «entretien avec Antonio Damasio: L’esprit est modelé par le corps,» Propos recueillis par Postel-Vinay
0., La Recherche, Mensuel no. 368 (Septembre 2003), p. 69.

(30) A. Damazio, «Les émotions, source de la conscience Propos recueillis par G. Chapelle,» Sciences humaines,
Mensuel no. 119 (Aout/Septembre 2001); A. Damasio, Le Sentiment méme de soi - Corps, émotions, conscience (Paris:
QOdile Jacob, 2002); A. Damasio, L erreur de Descartes: La raison des émotions (Paris: Odile Jacob, 2010); A. Damasio,
Spinoza avait raison: Joie et tristesse, le cerveau des émotions (Paris: Odile Jacob, 2005).

(31) Armold; K. R. Scherer, «Les émotions: fonctions et composantes,» Cahiers de Psychologie Cognitive (1984),
pp. 4, 9-39.
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Abstract: This study approaches the representation of feminist identity in the
novel Dunia by the novelist Alawiya Sobh in order to uncover the implicit
discursive strategies which motivate feminist narrative in the construction of its
images and representations of the subject and the other. It is evident that feminist
identity in this text takes shape in the space of narrative and cognitive anxiety
between the ideology of masculinity that endeavours to dominate and possess
women, and the utopia of feminist narrative that operates as a counter discourse
to masculine dominance, undertakes a deconstruction of its implicit structuration
that undermines the image of women in society, and exposes its biases. This
leads to the creation of new images of women'’s subjectivity and discourse.
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Abstract: This paper investigates representation and hegemony as embodied
within the idea of modernity through showing how the post-modern nature of
the post-colonial novel is used to resist this unfair representation, and as an
alternative discourse to European modernity and its colonialist traditions. The
study explores this through a close reading of the novel Season of Migration
to the North and compares its text and discourse(s) it to the philosophy and

propositions of the post-modern trend. The paper concludes by demarcating two
central features that redefine the post-colonial novel.
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Theory and Translation
Mikhael Bakhtine and Contemporary Arab Literary Criticism
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Abstract: This paper attempts to understand the role of translation in the
transmission and spread of theory outside the cultural field where it was
first formulated. To reveal this role, it takes as an example the social poetics
formulated by Russian critic Mikhail Bakhtin starting in the 1920s. It focuses
on the translations of Moroccan critic Mohammed Barada of some of Bakhtin’s
texts (published as Novelistic Discourse in 1987). The paper concludes that
Barada’s reception of Bakhtin’s suggestions, particularly the concepts of the
dialogic, polyglossia, the carnivalesque, and polyphony, opened up for the Arab

novelist-critic opportunities for innovation on the levels of method and practice,
so as to emerge from the closed circling of reading.

Keywords: Theory, Translation, Dialogism, Polyglossia.
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Abstract: The question of political and religious despotism is examined
here through examining the most important manifestations of the congruent
critique of two prominent modern Arab thinkers al-Kawakibi and Abdel-Raziq.
The aim of this study is to reveal their shared critical features in a number of
aspects despite the differences between them, since the goal of the critique of
despotism, whether political or religious, is the critique of politics from inside
using its own tools. The two Arab thinkers ceaselessly attempted to sow the
seeds of enlightened thinking with the aim of breaking the essentialist and
interest-based links between the political and religious domains in the context
of re-establishing the relationship between them according to a modern, and
rational understanding.

Keywords: Despotism, Politics, Religion.
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Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to analyze a specific cognitive and
social discourse from a discourse semiotics perspective. The material comes
from the book Possible Morocco. While the book is replete with statistics
and chronological indices, it contains many components that create a
discourse (including tense and spatial structure, agents, and mechanisms of
persuasion, and techniques for building the effect of truth). These discourse
components are described and analyzed in order to trace how social meaning
is developed.

Keywords: Social Discourse, Semiotics of Discourse, Social Meaning.
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(Annex Il')
Ethical Guidelines for Publication in Tabayyun

The editorial board of Tabayyun upholds the confidentiality and the objectivity the
peer review process. The peer review process is anonymized, with editors selecting
referees for specific manuscripts based on a set of pre-determined, professional
criteria. In where two reviewers cannot agree on the value of a specific manuscript,
a third peer reviewer will be selected.

Tabayyun relies on a network of experienced, pre-selected peer reviewers who are
current in their respective fields.

Tabayyun adopts a well-defined internal organization with clear duties and
obligations to be fulfilled by the editorial board.

Disclosure: With the exception of the editor in charge of the editing process
(normally the Editor-in-Chief or designated deputies), neither the editors, nor the
peer reviewers, are allowed to discuss the manuscript with third parties, including
the author. Information or ideas obtained in the course of the reviewing and editing
processes and must be treated in confidence and must never be used for personal
financial or other gain.

When deemed necessary based on the reviewers< reports, the journal may offer
researchers methodological, technical and other assistance in order to improve the
quality of their submissions.

The editors of Tabayyun are committed to notifying the authors of all submitted
pieces of the acceptance or otherwise of their manuscripts for publication. In cases
where the editors of Tabayyun reject a manuscript, the author will be informed of
the reasons for doing so.

Tabayyun is committed to providing quality professional copy editing, proof
reading and online publishing services.

Impartiality: The editors and the reviewers evaluate manuscripts for their intellectual
and academic merit, without regard to race, ethnicity, gender, religious beliefs or
political views of the authors.

Conlflicts of interest: Editors and peer reviewers should not consider manuscripts
in which there is a conflict of interests resulting from competitive, collaborative
or other relationships or connections with any of the authors, companies, or
institutions connected to the papers.

Confidentiality: Unpublished data obtained through peer review must be kept
confidential and cannot be used for personal research.

Intellectual property and copyright: The ACRPS retains copyright to all articles
published in its peer reviewed journals. The articles may not be published
elsewhere fully or partially, in Arabic or in another language without an explicit
written authorization from the ACRPS.

The editorial board of Tabayyun fully respects intellectual property when translating
and publishing an article published in a foreign journal, and will seek the right to
translate and publish any work from the copyright holder before proceeding to do so.

Tabayyun does not make payments for manuscripts published in the journal, and all
authors and researchers are exempt from publication fees.
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(Annex |)
Footnotes and Bibliography

I- Books

Author’s name, Title of Book, Edition (Place of publication: Publisher, Year of

publication), page number.

* Michael Pollan, The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals (New
York: Penguin, 2006), pp. 99-100.

* Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Love in the Time of Cholera, Edith Grossman (trans.)
(London: Cape, 1988), pp. 242-255.

In quotes not immediately following the reference: Pollan, p. 31.

Where there are several references by the same author, add a shorttitle: Pollan, Omnivore’s

Dilemma, p. 31.

In quotes immediately following the reference: Ibid., p. 32.

The corresponding bibliographical entry:

* Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals.
New York: Penguin, 2006.

For books by three or more authors, in the note, list only the first author, followed by et al.:

* Michael Gibbons et al., The New Production of Knowledge: The Dynamics of Science
and Research in Contemporary Societies (London: Sage, 1994), pp. 220-221.

In later quotes: Gibbons et al., p. 35.

The corresponding bibliographical entry:

» Gibbons, Michael et al. The New Production of Knowledge: The Dynamics of Science
and Research in Contemporary Societies. London: Sage, 1994.

lI- Periodicals

Author’s name, «article title,» journal title, volume number, issue number (Month/

season Year), page numbers.

 Joshua I. Weinstein, «The Market in Plato’s Republic,» Classical Philology, no. 104
(2009), p. 440.

The corresponding bibliographical entry:

* Weinstein, Joshua I. «The Market in Plato’s Republic.» Classical Philology. no. 104
(2009), pp. 439-458.

lll- Articles in a Newspaper or Popular Magazine

N.B. Cited only in footnotes, not in the references/bibliography. Example:

» FEllen Barry, «Insisting on Assad’s Exit Will Cost More Lives, Russian Says,» The
New York Times, 29/12/2012.

IV- Electronic Resources

When quoting electronic resources on websites, please include all the following: Author’s

name (if available), «The article or report title,» series name (if available), website’s

name, date of publication (if available), accessed on 9/8/2016, at: http://www...

The full link to the exact page should be included. Please use an URL Shortener (Bitly)

or (Google Shortner). Example:

» John Vidal, «<Middle East faces water shortages for the next 25 years, study says,»
The Guardian, 27/8/2015, accessed on 31/10/2015, at: http://bit.ly/2k97Wxw

* Policy Analysis Unit-ACRPS, «President Trump: An Attempt to Understand the
Background,» Assessment Report, The Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies,
accessed on 10/11/2016, at: http://bit.ly/2j36v5S
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The research paper must include the following elements: specification of
the research problematic; significance of the topic being studied; statement
of thesis; a review of literature emphasizing gaps or limitations in previous
analysis; a description of the research methodology; hypothesis and conceptual
framework; bibliography.

All research papers submitted for consideration must adopt the referencing guidelines
adopted by the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies (See Appendix I for a
complete guide to the reference style used across all of our journals).

Extracts or chapters from doctoral theses and other student projects are only
published in exceptional circumstances. Authors must make clear in all cases
when their submissions are extracts of student theses/reports, and provide
exhaustive information on the program of study for which the manuscript was
first submitted.

All submitted works must fall within the broad scope of Tabayyun.

Book reviews of between 2,800 and 3,000 words in length will be considered
for submission to the journal, provided that the book covers a topic which
falls within the scope of the journal and within the reviewer<s academic
specialization and/or main areas of research. Reviews are accepted for books
written in any language, provided they have been published in the previous
three years. Book reviews are subject to the same quality standards which
apply to research papers.

Tabayyun carries a special section devoted to discussions of a specific theme
which is a matter of current debate within the cultural studies and critical
theory. These essays must be between 2,800 and 3,000 words in length. They
are subject to the same refereeing standards as research papers.

All submissions are to be between 6,000 and 8,000 words in length, inclusive
of a bibliography, footnotes, appendices and the caption texts on images. The
editors retain the right to publish longer pieces at their discretion. Research
papers should be submitted typed on « Word». The Arabic text should be in the
same font and not several fonts, and the English text should only be in «Times
New Roman» font. Accordingly, the Arabic text should be in one single font
totally different from the unified English font.

All diagrams, charts, figures and tables must be provided in a format
compatible with either Microsoft Offices spreadsheet software (Excel) or
Microsoft Office<s word processing suite (Word), alongside high-resolution
images. Charts will not be accepted without the accompanying data from
which they were produced.

The peer review process for 7abayyun and for all journals published by the ACRPS
is conducted in the strictest confidence. Two preliminary readers are selected from a
short list of approved reader-reviewers. In cases where there is a major discrepancy
between the first two readers in their assessment of the paper, the paper will be
referred to a third reviewer. The editors will notify all authors of a decision either
to publish, publish after modifications, or to decline to publish, within two months
of the receipt of the first draft.

The editorial board of Tabayyun adheres to a strict code of ethical conduct, which has
the clearest respect for the privacy and the confidentiality of authors (cf. Annex II).

1.

ii.

The sequencing of publication for articles accepted for publication follows
strictly technical criteria.

Tabayyun does not make payments for articles published in the journal, nor
does it accept payment in exchange for publication.
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For Cultural Studies and Critical Theory

Tabayyun is a quarterly, peer reviewed academic journal dedicated to philosophy,
cultural studies and critical theory and published by the Arab Center for Research and
Policy Studies (ISSN: 2305-2465). First published in the autumn of 2012, Tabayyun
is overseen by an academic editorial board composed of experts as well as an actively
engaged board of international advisers. Publication in 7Tabayyun is governed by a strict
code of ethics, which guides the relationship between the editorial staff and contributors.

Tabayyun is rooted in the Arabic word bhayyan, meaning «elucidation», evoking the
mission of the journal and echoing one of the most important tasks in cultural studies
and critical theory - the use of critical reasoning and arguments to arrive at clear
conclusions. Steeped in a long Arabic tradition of critical thinking, particularly since
the Arab renaissance movement (A4/-Nahda), Tabayyun's editors are cognizant of the
massive changes to the Arabic intellectual and cultural landscape over the past century.
The journal thus seeks to build intellectual linkages between contemporary Arab
scholars and their predecessors, as well as with scholars working in other languages,
whose works are translated for the journal.

Tabayyun's editors welcome submissions, which reflect the journal<s critical tradition in
a broad variety of areas, including: linguistics, literary theory, critical theory, cultural
studies, comparative literature and intellectual history.

Submission to and publication in Tabayyun is governed by the following guidelines:

1. Only original work which is submitted exclusively for publication within the journal
is accepted. No work which has been previously published fully or in part will be
considered for publication in Tabayyun. Similarly, no work which substantially
resembles any other work published in either print or electronic form, or submitted
to a conference other than the conferences held by the ACRPS will be considered
for publication.

2. Submissions must be accompanied by a curriculum vitae (CV) of the author, in
both Arabic and English.

3. All submissions must include the following elements:
i.  Atitle in both Arabic and English together with the author«s institutional affiliation.

ii.  An abstract, ranging between 100 and 150 words in length, in both Arabic
and English as well as a list of keywords. The abstract must explicitly and
clearly spell out the research problematic, the methodologies used, and the
main conclusions arrived at.
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